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Ewk. 1. Arton tou Meydhou Qapayylou amnd tnv KaotpomoAtteia twv ZepPiwy.

Fig. 1. View of the Large Gorge from the Castle City of Servia.
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lotopko MAalolo

ZTn voTLoSUTIKA TAELPA TNG CNUEPLVAC TIOANG TWV ZepPiwv, oxedov
QVEYYLYTOC aTtod TO XPOVO, BplokeTal o xwpog tneg Bulavivig
KaotpomoAuteiog Twv 2epBilwv. H emidoyr tng B€ong tou
Bulavtvou olkiopou Sev elval Tuxala. tn SuTkr amoAnén g
0pOCELPAG TwV Migplwy, To KAGTPO TwV ZepPiwv elval XTIOUEVO O
uio onpavtikr oxupr| B€on, katahapuBAavovtag Tov avaToALlkod amo
SU0 b6idupoug Aodoug mou opBuwvovtal mavw arno Ty Koada

Tou ANLAKpOVQ, UEPOC TNG omolag TAEoV KaToAaUBAVETAL Ao TNV
TexvnTn Alpvn MoAuduTou.

O oxupwpeévoc Aodog reptBaiietal amo Babld aofeotoMBIKA
dapayyla: ota SUTIKA N xapadpa TnG Xouvng xwpilel Tov Addo
Twv ZepBilwv amo ta KapBouvia 0pn, Vv 0Ta AVATOAKA N
xapddpa tou Ayiou Mewpylou, mou AauBaveL To Gvoud Tne amo
TNV omtnAaoekkAnoLd tou Aylou Mewpyiou kat xwpilel to Addo
TOU KAOTPOU OO TLG UTIWPELEG Tou Titapiov 6pouc. O Addog
Twv ZepPiwv Seomodlel otny evdopn medlada Tou AALAKUOVQ,
ETUPAEMOVTAC EVA YEWUOPDOAOYIKO AVOLYHQA TOU OPELVOU
OYKOU, TO OTIOL0 XPNOLUOTIOLOVVTAY SLAXPOVIKA WC TIEQOCHLL
petagl Makedoviag kat NoTlog EAAGSQG HEoW TWV OTEVWY TOU
2apavIanopou.

H npovoptakr B€on tou Bulavtivol olklopoy Twy Zepflwv
ylvetal eUKOAQ QVTIANTITA OTOV ETTLOKETITN TOU apXALOAOYLKOU
Xwpou. EAéyxovTag To MEpAcH eVOC KATA Ta AAA adLamépaoTtou
duotkol oplou SUo meploywy, Ta ZEPBLa £V ULA TIPOVOULAKNA
npocPacn otnv mAolola evdoxwpa TG medladag Tou AMAKUOVO,
TIoU propouoe va e¢aodaAloel 0TOUG KATOIKOUG TOUG Ta
amnapaitnTa aypotikd Kal KTnvotpodikd mpoidvta. Tautdxpova, n
YEWUOPPOAOyLa TN TIEPLOYNG, LE TA amoTopa Bouva kal Ta fabla
dapayyla, anoteAoVoe To 1OAVIKO YEWOTPATNYIKO UTIORABPO yLa
™ SnuLoupyia MOAOUATOC OTO CUYKEKPLUEVO XWPO.

H eupUtepn meploxn Twv ZepBlwy, OMWCE TPOKUTTEL Amo TV
apxXaLoAOYLIKY Epeuva, HEPEL Selypata kaToiknong amod Ta Heoa

Historical Outline

On the southwestern side of the present-day town of Servia,
almost untouched by time, lies the archaeological site of the
Byzantine Castle City of Servia. The choice of this location to
establish a castle was not accidental. At the western end of the
Pieria mountain range, the castle of Servia is built on a naturally
fortified site, occupying the eastern one of two twin hills that
rise above the valley of Haliacmon river, part of which is now
submerged by the artificial lake of Polyphytos.

Deep limestone gorges surround the area chosen to be fortified:
to the west, the gorge of Choune separates the hill of Servia
from the Kamvounia Mountains, while to the east, the gorge

of Saint George, which takes its name from the cave church of
Saint George, separates the hill of the castle from the foothills of
Mount Titarion. The hill of the Servia castle dominates the fertile
plain of Haliacmon, overseeing a geomorphological aperture

of the mountain range, which was used throughout time as a
passage between Macedonia and southern Greece leading to the
Sarantaporos straits.

The visitor to the archaeological site quickly understands

the privileged position of the Byzantine settlement of Servia.
Controlling the passage of an otherwise impenetrable natural
boundary between two regions, Servia had privileged access to
the rich hinterland of the Haliacmon Valley, which could provide
its inhabitants with the necessary agricultural and livestock
products. At the same time, the region’s geomorphology, with
its steep mountains and deep gorges, was the ideal geostrategic
background for creating a settlement in this area.

The broader area of Servia, as shown by the archaeological
research, offers evidence of habitation from the middle of the
7th millennium BC. The Neolithic period includes settlement
remains from dozens of sites around Servia, which number more
than twenty-eight during the Late Neolithic period (5500-3000



Eik. 2. Etkova tng koladag tou AAdkuova Kal Tnv Texvntn Alpvn NMoAudutou amo tov Addo twy ZepBiwv.
Fig. 2. View of the valley of Haliacmon and the artificial lake Polyphytos from the hill of Servia.




¢ 7n¢ XLetiag 1.X. 2Tn NeoABikr| mepiodo avhnKouv Ta OWKLOTIKA
katdAouma anod 6ekadeg BETELC OKIOUWY TTEPLE TwV ZepPiwy, oL
ornolol Eemepvolv g aplBuo Toug 28 katd tnv vedtepn NeoABikn
niepiodo (5500-3000 1.X.). Ot olkiopol Tng meploxnc dtatnpouvtal
KL KOTAL TNV ETTOXN TOU XaAkoU Kol GTAVOUV Tou¢ 37 aTnv UOTEPN
emoyxr tou XaAkov (1600-1100 r.X.), evw amod tnv enoxn Z1orpou
elval €wc Twpa yvwotol 18 olkiopol kat €L vekpotadeia. Ao Tny
Apyaikn kot KAAooLkr) €moxr n apxXoloAoyLkr Epeuva €XeL GpEpPEL
0710 dwg eAdylota delypata, katd TNV EAANVIOTIKA €MOYT OLWG

ol BéoeLc katolknong daivetal va Eemepvouv Ti¢ 30, evw amod Tn
Pwuaikn emoyr SlatnpolvTal KatdAoua 6 VeKpoTadEeiwy Kol

14 owiopwy, n katoiknon twv omolwv cuveylleTal Kat katd Thv
TIAAQULOXPLOTLAVLKI] ETIOXH.

Mo tnv akptPn xpovohdynon aveyeponc Tou KAOTPOU TWV
YepBiwv dev undpyouv cadeic mAnpodopieg amod Ti¢ cwlOUeVEG
TNYEC. H oTpatnyikn onpacia tTe oxVpwaong thg GUYKEKPLUEVNG
Béong, opwe, Ba umopoloe Vo OXETIZETAL [IE TO OPYAVWEVO
0X€810 QUUVTIKAC emavoBwpaKLong tou Bulavtivol KpAToug,
TIOU £POPUOOTNKE EKTEVWCE TOV 60 aLwva, 0TV 0 AUTOKPATOPAS
loUOTIVIAVOC E0TIEVOE VAL OXUPWOEL KALPLEC BECELS, TTPOKELUEVOU
va Slaodailotolv T 6UVOPA TNG AUTOKPOTOP(AG KAl OL VEEG TLC
KTAOELC Ao TLG eXBPLKEC eTLOPOUEC.

Ta voploparta ou BpéBnkav 0Tov XWPO ToU KACTPOU Twv ZepPiwv
GG TIapExouV €va eVPOC SLAPKOUC KATOKNGONC TOU XWPOU amo
Ta UOTEPA PWHOIKA YPOVIA WG Kat Tov 170 awwva W.X. Aev
amokAeteTalL oTn B€on auTH 1) TANGLOV AUTAG Vo TTPoUTNPXE

Lol OXUpWLLEVN BEan eAdooovoc onpaoiag Ue SLadopeTIKO
ovoua. H TepLoplopévn, €we Twpa, avaoKadLkr) EpEVVa OTOV
XWPO TWV 2epBlwv Sev HOC ETUTPETEL TNV g€aywyr AoHAAWY
OUUTIEPACHATWY YLa TNV XpovoAdynaon tng idpuonc tng moAnc
KAl o€ AUTO CUKPBANAEL KAL N CLWTTA TWV TINYWV, OTLC omtoleg Sev
€XOUV EVTOTUOTEL EWC oAUEPA TIANPOdOPIES yla TNV UTTPEN
LOXUPAG OXUPWHATIKAG BEGNC OTNV EPLOXN N €0TW OLKIOUOU UE
TNV ovopaocia ZépPLa Katd Ta pwHaikd xpovia 1 Kol TaAaldtepa.
H (6puon twv ZepPilwv WG OXUPWLEVOU OLKIOUOU TIPETEL VA
tonoBetnBel ypovohoyikd PeTatl 60u kal 7ou aL. (L.X. e Bdon

BC). The area’s settlements reached thirty-seven in the Late
Bronze Age (1600-1100 BC), while eighteen settlements and six
cemeteries are known so far from the Iron Age. From the Archaic
and Classical periods, archaeological research has brought very
little evidence to the fore. Still, there appear to be more than
thirty inhabited settlements during the Hellenistic period. The
archaeological research also brought to light the remains of six
cemeteries and fourteen settlements from the Roman years, the
use of which continued into the early Christian period.

The Byzantine sources provide little information about the exact
date of the construction of the castle of Servia. The strategic
importance of the fortification of this particular site could be
related to the organized plan of defensive reorganization of the
Byzantine state, which was extensively implemented in the sixth
century when the emperor Justinian rushed to fortify critical
positions to secure the borders of the empire and the new
territories from enemy raids.

The coins found in the castle of Servia provide us with a range of
continuous occupation of the area from the late Roman period
until the 17th century AD. A fortified place of minor importance
with a different name may have existed at or near this site. The
limited excavation research, however, carried out so far in the
area of Servia does not allow us to draw any firm conclusions
about the dating of the town’s foundation. The silence of the
sources, which have not yet provided any information about the
existence of a fortified position in the area or even a settlement
called Servia during the Roman period or even earlier, contributes
to this fact. The foundation of Servia as a fortified settlement
must be dated between the 6th and 7th centuries AD based on
archaeological data. However, from the end of the 9th century,
there is evidence of a Bishopric of Servia under the jurisdiction of
the Diocese of Thessaloniki.

The location of the castle of Servia, on the top of a steep hill, has
been the subject of admiration and detailed descriptions since
Byzantine times. In the 11th century, Kekaumenos, pointing out
the strategic position of Servia, wrote: “Servia is a fortified city



Ta apxalohoyika dedopéva. Ano ta TéEAN Tou 90U alwva, TAVIWG,
Haptupeital n uTapén emokomng ZepBiwv, TOU UTIAYETOL OTN
Sikalodootia TS UNTPOMOANC OE0CAAOVIKNG.

H ywpotafikn TomoBETnon Tou KAoTPoU Twv 2epPfiwy,

KTLOWLEVO 0TNV KopuI AmOTOUOU AOdOU, AMOTENEDE

avtike{pevo Bavpaopou kot dte€odikwy meplypadwy RNdN

aro toug Bulavtvolg xpovouc. Tov 110 at. o Kekaupévog,
emonuaivovrag t otpatnykn 6éon twv ZepBiwv, avadépel
XOPAKTNPLOTIKA: «Z€PPELa TIOALG €0TLV OXUPA [...] KpNUVOIG TE

yap kal papayél dofepwtatal TV AohAAELQY EKEKTNTOY,

evw o Mewpylog Kedpnvoc pag mapadidel GNUOVTIKES LOTOPLKEC
TAnpodopleg yLa TN aUVTIKY AelToupyia TV TEWVY Twy 2epBlwv
avadeépovtac otL dpovoayv o€ cuVOUACHO Kol PE GAa dpoUpla
NG EVPUTEPNG TIEPLOYXNG. TPELC OLWVEG UETA, O QUTOKPATOPAS
lwavvng Kavtakoulnvog mapouotalel Lo apKETA AETITOUEPN
Teplypadn mou Paciletal oTnV MPOoWTTLKA TOU EUMELPLa Ao TV
QTOTUXNHEVN TOU TIOALOPKIaL TNE TIOANC, TO £€To¢ 1350, av Kol TEALKA
n mOAN népace otov (610 e ouvenkn apyotepa To (6Lo £T0G.

O Kavtakoulnvog Kavel Adyo yla pia toAn StoAou eukatadpovntn
o€ Uéyebog («oU ikpa»), Tou dalvetal va elvatl OAo Kal Tio
LETEWPN 000 TMANGLATEL Kavelc oe auTr. H MOAN autn, ouveyilel

n meptypadn tou, meptBaretal anod Babid dapdyyla kat ival
XWPLOLEVN LE SLOTELX(OUATA OF TPl TUALOTA, LE TAL OTITLOL TNG

oe aMemaAANAn SLatagn o€ Goa TUAOTA TNG TTOANG UMopouy

va KATolknBouv, waote amo pakpld va divel Ty atobnon ot
SlaBétel pdvo «OAiyac oiklag moAuopodoucy. O Kavtakoulnvog
TIEPLYPAdEL ETIONG TN XPAON TWV TELWY TUNUATWY TNG TOANC WC
€€c: Ta 6U0 KATWTEPA TUAUATA KATOLKOUVTAL OO TOUG TTOAITEG,
£VW TO TPITO, N AKPOTIOAN, TTPOOPILETAL YLOL TOV APXOVTA TNG

TIOANC. ATIO TNV Teplypadn TS OALOPKIOC TOU KAOTPOU Ao ToV
Kavtakoulnvo UmopoU e MioNG Vo CUUMEPAVOULLE OTL UTTPXE Kal
€Val LeYANO TUAUA TWV KATOKWY TN TTOANG TTOU SLEPEVE EKTOG TWV
Telywv («TOV Te®V oikolvrag £Ewy, «OL émi Tfig £€w 8¢ ZepPiwv
ouvolklagy), To omoio pdAlota eykAwpioTnke katd TN SLAPKELA TNG
TIOALOPKIAG METAEY TWV SuVAREWY TOU BulavTivol AUTOKPATOPA
KL TWV EEWTEPLIKWY TELXWVY TNG TIOANC.

[...] that gained its safety with its cliffs and gorges.” Georgios
Kedrenos provides important historical information on the
defensive function of the walls of Servia and how they acted in
conjunction with other fortresses. Three centuries later, Emperor
John VI Kantakouzenos presents a fairly detailed account based
on his personal experience of his own failed siege of the city in
1350, although the city passed by treaty to the Byzantines later
that same year.

Kantakouzenos describes a city of considerable size, which gives
the impression of a city suspended in the air the closer one gets
to it. This city, the description continues, is surrounded by deep
gorges and is divided by widened streets into three sections, with
its houses arranged in successive rows in those parts of the city
that can be inhabited; from a distance, it gives the impression
of having only “a few multi-story houses.” Kantakouzenos also
describes the use of the three sections of the city as follows:
the two lower sections are inhabited by the citizens, while

the third, the citadel, is reserved for the lord of the city. From
Kantakouzenos’ description of the siege, we can conclude that
many of the city’s inhabitants lived outside the walls. These
inhabitants were indeed trapped during his siege between the
Byzantine emperor’s forces and the external walls of the city.

In general, as the sources indicate, the castle of Servia passed
from the 11th to the 14th century, a turbulent period with
constant sieges, surrenders, and reconquests: At the end of the
10th century, it was subjugated to the Bulgarian Tsar Samuel,
while the liberation of the city came from Basil Il Porphyrogenitus
at the beginning of the 11th century, which led to the destruction
of its walls on the emperor’s orders, to avoid the risk of the city
being recaptured by the enemies. After a period of occupation by
the Latins from 1204 to 1216, the city passed to the Despotate

of Epirus under Theodore Doukas. In 1230, it was recaptured

by Michael Il Komnenos, who rushed to repair the city walls.

In 1257, after diplomatic negotiations, Theodora, the wife of
Michael Il Komnenos, ceded Servia to Theodore Il Laskaris, and
the city became part of the Empire of Nicaea. In 1341, Stefan



Ewk. 3. Agpodwtoypadio TG akpomoAng KoL Tou SLAUECOU TeiYoug Twv 2epPBiwv.
Fig. 3. Aerial view of the citadel and the middle wall of Servia.




lEVIKOTEPQ, OTIWE CUVAYETOL OTIO TLG TINYEC, TO KAOTPO TwV 2epPlwv
népaoe amo Tov 110 £wg kat tov 140 awwva pa tapaxwdn nepiodo
ILe ouveyeic ToALopKiES, TapadOOoEL KAl avakATAANPELC: STa TEAN
Tou 100U aLwva UTIOTACOETAL OTOV BoUAyapo ToGpO ZOUOUNA,
EVW N ameAeuBEpwon TG TOANG €pXeTal amod tov Baoilelo tov
BouAyapoktovo oTic apxéc Tou 11ou alwva, n omola pdAlota
ETLGEPEL KAL TNV KATAOTPOGN TWV TEKWVY TNG UoTEPA amod Slatayn
TOU TeAeuTaiou, wote va amodpeuybel o kivbuvocg avakataAnyng
NC TIOANG o TouC £xBpoUc. H TIOAN, UETA €va SLACTN A KOTOXG
armo toug Opdykoug amd 1o 1204 €wg to 1216, mepvael oTo
Aeomotdro tng Hnelpou umd tov Beddwpo AoUka, EVW yUpw

oto 1230 avakatarapBavetal and tov ManA B Kopvnvo, o
ornoloc omeVdel LAALOTA VO ETLOKEVACEL TA TELYN TNC TTOANG.

3TN CUVEXELD, Ta 2EpPLla mapaxwpouvtal to 1257 amd tn ouluyo
Tou MxanA B Kopvnvou, Ogodwpa, HETA oo SUTAWUATIKES
Slampayuatevoelg otov Oeddwpo B Adokapn kol umdyovtal
mAéov otnv Autokpatopia tng Nikatag. To 1341 o Ytédavog
Aoucdv, auToKPATOPAC TWV 2EPPWY, KATAAAUBAVEL TO KAGTPO
Twv ZepBiwy, yla va mapadobel to 1350, HETA amd cuvOnkn, oTov
lwavvn IT" Kavtakoulnvo. H tehikn umotayn Twv 2epflwv Atay
ruBavotata eBeAOVTIKA OTWE KATASELKVUOUV OL VEOTEPEC EPEVVEC
kaL éyve amd tov 2ouAtavo Baywalnt A’ to 1393. Itn cuvEéXELa 0TO
k&otpo Ba tormoBetnBel oBwuaviKr Ppoupd KaL O OXUPWHEVOG
Xwpog Ba ypnotponolnBel we Xwpog SLAHOVAE TOU XPLOTLAVLKOU
TANBuopoL TG 0BwUAVIKAC TTOANG, KABWC TO LOUGOUALOVIKO
otolxelo emAéyel oTadLaKA va eykataoTabel oTov medivo Xwpo
k&Tw arod to Bulavivo KAoTPO.

0O OBwpavoc meptnynTAg ERALYLA TOEAEUT LAC TIPEYEL Lt
ONUOVTIKA TEEpLypadn Twv ZepPiwv Tou 170v awwva, ta onola
TEPYPADEL WG pLa TTOAN TwV 1800 OKLWY LLE OKTW CUVOLKIES
EANAVWY, €€ LOUGOUALLAVIKES Kol pla eBpaikr. O ToeAeprr| UAg
HeTadEpeL TNV MANpodopia OTL n TTOAN SLEBETE emTd ekkANnGleg,
EVW EVTUTIWON TOU KAVOUV TA GPOVTIOLEVA TTETPLVA OTITLAL OTOUG
0TeVOUG kat avndopLkoug SpOHOUC TN TTOANG, TTOU yavT{wvovTal
oxed0ov 0To kdoTpo. Ma o (510 To KACTPOo avadEpeL OTL EXEL
XAOEL TTAEOV TOV QUVTLKO TOU XapakTipa, Ywpig va Slabétel
TAéov TUPpLTOATOBAKEG, KAvoVLa 1 GANO TIOAELLKO €EOTTALGLLO,
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Dusan, Emperor of the Serbs, captured the castle of Servia, only
to surrender it in 1350, after a treaty, to John VI Kantakouzenos.
The final submission of Servia was probably voluntary, as newer
research shows, and was achieved by Sultan Bayezid | in 1393.
The castle was then used by the Christian population of the
Ottoman city, as the Muslim population chose to settle in the
lowland area under the Byzantine castle.

The Ottoman traveler Evlija Celebi provides an extensive
description of Servia in the 17th century, which he describes

as a town of 1800 houses with eight Greek, six Muslim, and

one Jewish district. Celebi informs us that the city had seven
churches, and he writes that he was impressed by the well-kept
stone houses in the narrow and steep streets of the city, which
almost cling to the castle. As for the castle itself, he says that

it has lost its defensive character, no longer having gunpowder
storehouses, cannons, or other military equipment, and that
there are about a hundred houses of poor Greeks still in it.

The inhabitants are said to be engaged in wine-growing, textile
manufacturing, trade, and especially silk production. This leads to
Celebi naming Servia “Little Bursa” because of the number of its
mulberry trees and silk.

The English traveler and diplomat William Martin Leake, who
visited Servia in the early 19th century, gives a somewhat
different description of the city. The dominant element is now
Muslim, and tobacco farming has replaced sericulture. The
cathedral, which must be identified with the Basilica of Servia,
was already in ruins, as Leake reports, and the bishop’s house,
which had been moved outside the castle, was in no better
condition.

The decline of the Christian population and the poor state of
preservation of the cathedral and the bishop’s house of Servia
can be easily explained if one takes into account the significant
flourishing of the nearby town of Kozani in the 18th century,
which absorbed a large part of the Christian population of Servia.
In 1745, in fact, the bishop’s seat was transferred to Kozani, and a
new bishop’s house was built there.



Eik. 4. Armoin Tng oUYXPOVNE TTOANG TwV 2epPilwv amo tnv akpomoAn tng Bulavivng OANG.
Fig. 4. View of the modern city of Servia from the citadel of the Byzantine city.

11



OAAG KL OTL UTIAPXOUV OKOUA. LECO O€ QUTO TIEPITIOU EKATO OTTITLAL Ew. 5. Arton Tou KATW HEPOUG

dTwywv EAAVwy. OL kdTotkol avadEpeL OTL aoxoAoUVTaL LE TV Tou Addou Twv ZepPlwv Kat Tou
QUMEAOKOAALEPYELQ, TN BLOTEXVIO UDACUATWY, TO EUTOPLO KAl Addou g Xouvn.

™ petaoupyia, mpooopoldlovtag LAALoTa TNV IOAN e LIKEN Fig. 5. View of the lower part of
NpoUoa Adyw Tou apLOPOU TWV HOUPLWV KO TOU LETAELOU TNG. the hill of Byzantine Servia and

the hill of Ch .
O Ayyhoc mepinyntrc kot Sumhwudtng William Martin Leake, mou enitorthoune

ETOKETTETAL TA 2EPPLa oTIC apyEC Tou 190u alwva, Sivel pia
Sladopetikn meplypadr) T mOANG. To kuplapyo otowyelo eival
TIAEOV TO LOUGOUAUOVIKO, EVW N onpotpodia £xel avTikataotabet
HE TNV KarVoKaAALEPYELL. O ETILOKOTILKOC VOIAE, TOV OTTOLO TIPETTEL
va Tautioou e TNV Bacthikni Twy ZepBlwy, ExL Letatpanel Adn o
epelmia, onwe avadépel o Leake, evw Kal TO EMLOKOTELD, TIOU €XEL
petadepbel mMAéov £Ew amod To kAoTPo, ev BplokeTal o€ KOAUTEPN
KQTAOTAON.

H pelwon tou yplotiavikol TANBUGCHOU KAl N KKK KATAoTaon
SLaTAPNONC TOU EMLOKOTILKOU VAOU KAl TOU EMLOKOTIE(OU TWV
YepPBilwv, punopet va e€nynBel elkoAa, av AdBeL Kavelg urtogn tnv
onUavtikn avbnon tng moAng tng Kolavng katd tov 180 alwva,
TIoU amoppodd LEYANO UEPOC TOU XPLOTLAVIKOU TTANBUGHOU Twv
YepPiwv. To 1745 paAoTa yivetal peTadopd TG EMLOKOTIKAG
€6pac otnv Kolavn kat ytlleTal ekel VEO ETLOKOTILKO LEYAPO.
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Ewk. 6. To ToUpKIKO OXOAE(0 TwV ZepBiwv.
Fig. 6. The Turkish school of Servia.

Eik. 7. Amoin TOU €0WTEPLKOU TNG AKPOTIOANG TWV ZepPlwv.
Fig. 7. View of the interior of the citadel of Servia.
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Mo tpoTacn avayvwong Tou
apxaloAoyLkol Xwpou

To KAOTPO KOl T EVTOC
TWV TEWV Mvnuela

Inuepa n KaotpomoAitela Twy 2epPiwv amotehel évav ehelBepo
QPYALOAOYLKO XWPO, 0 0To(0¢ 0TO PUEYAAUTEPO UEPOG TOU BV EXEL
avaokadel. Ol apyatoloylkég mAnpodopieg mou avtAoU e yLa
v Bulavtvr TTOAN poEpxovTal amod Ta LOTAPEVA Uvnpela Kat
TLG TIEPLOPLOLEVEC OE £KTOON avaoKAdEC TTou SlevepynBnkay oto
mAai{olo avaoTNAWTIKWY €pywv. H avayvwaon tou apXaloAoylkou
XWPOU amod tov emLokENTn Oev elval eUKOAN, OXL LOVO AOYyw TNC
EATOUC 0PYALOAOYLKAC TEKUNPLWONC TOU EKTETALEVOU QUTOU
apyaloAoylkol Ywpou, aAAG Kat AdYw TNG TPOBANUOTIKAG
PooBacng oe HEYAAO UEPOC AQUTOU, TTAPA TLC OTOXEUUEVEG
TIOPEUPBACELG TTIOU €XOUV YIVEL KOTA KALPOUG e Ta €pya avadeléng
KOl QTTOKOTAOTA0NG Ao To Yroupyeio MoALTiouou.

O ouyxpovog AlBooTpwTtoc Spduog mou SLOTPEXEL TOV
QPYALOAOYIKO XWPO EEKLVA OTO XWPO OTABUELONC OXNHUATWY,
dnhadn €€w amo ta Bulavtvd teiyn, oto LY oG meplmou Tou
valokou twv Ayiwv AvapyUpwv. H Stadpour tou AilBdotpw-

Tou Spopou Slamepva Ta e€wTeptka Telyn NG mOANG Kal Sivel

™ duvaTdTNTA OTOV EMIOKENTN va eTokedOel Tpla amod Ta
KUPLOTEPA LOTAUEVA PV el TNG TTOANG — TN HEYAAN TPIKALTN
BacAkn, TO vailoko Twv Aylwv OgoSwpwy KoL TOV LOVOXWPO
vao Tou Ayiou lwavvn tou Mpodpduou — yla va KataAngel otny
akpOmoAn Twv 2epBiwv. 2Tn SLadpopn aUTr 0 EMLOKETTNG EXEL
™ duvatoTnTa va el To cWIOPEVA THAUATO TOU EEWTEPLKOU
oxUpwWUATIKOU TepBOAoU Kal Tou SLAUECOU TEXOUG TWV
YepBlwv, aAA Kot TTOAAQ (VN OPXLTEKTOVIKWY KATAAOIMWY amo
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How to navigate and understand the
archaeological site

The castle and the monuments
within the walls

Today, the castle city of Servia is an extended archaeological
site, the greater part of which has never been excavated. The
archaeological information about the Byzantine city derives
from the existing monuments and the limited excavations near
them during restoration works. A visitor cannot have a clear
understanding of the archaeological site, not only due to the lack
of archaeological documentation of this extensive site but also
because of the problematic access to a large part of it, despite
the improvements that have been made over the years by the
Ministry of Culture for the restoration of several monuments of
Servia.

The modern cobbled road that runs through the archaeological
site starts at the car park, i.e., outside the Byzantine walls, near
the church of Agioi Anargyroi. The route of the cobbled road
passes through the outer walls of the city and enables the visitor
to visit three of the main monuments of the city- the three-aisled
cathedral, the church of Agioi Theodoroi, and the church of St
John the Baptist- before reaching the citadel of Servia. Along this
route, the visitor can see the surviving parts of the outer fortifi-
cation enclosure and the middle walls of Servia, as well as many
traces of architectural remains of various buildings scattered
throughout the castle. In addition to the three standing churches
mentioned above, five other smaller churches in ruins have been
found within the walls, which have not been adequately studied
and restored.



Ew. 8. Aepodwtoypadia Pepoug TNG K&Tw TOANG. Alakpivovtat ot vaol tou Ay. lwavvn tou Mpodpopou, Twv Ay. Oeodwpwy Kal TS BAcAKAG TwV ZepBilwv.
Fig. 8. Aerial view of part of the lower city. The churches of Saint John the Baptist, Agioi Theodoroi and the basilica of Servia can be seen.

Ta ktipla Stadpopwv xprioewv mou Bpiokovtal Slaomapta g

OA0 TO KAOTPO. EKTOC Ao TOUG TPELG LOTAUEVOUC VAOUC TTOU
avadEpbnkay, SltatnpolvTal EVTOC TwV TeLYwV GAAoL TTévTe vaol
0€ KATAOTOoN £PELiwy, oL omolot Sgv €xouv epeuvnBel emapkwg
Kot dev €xouv amokataoTtabel, wote va elvat emokEP oL




1. Ta efwtepkd Telyn

Ta ZepPla wg évag oxupwévoc Bulavtvog olKIoPOC amoteAoloay
TUALLO VO EUPUTEPOU GUOTHHOTOC ALLUVAC, TTIOU EMEKTABNKE O€
oAOKANpN TN BulavTvh auToKpaTOpia KATA TOV 60 W.X. alwva,
emi AutokpaTopa louaTviavou, e OKOTIO TNV EVioYUon Twv
OUVOPWV TNG- TO KAOTPO EXEL OKAVOVLOTO O aKOAOUBwWVTAC
™V yewduaolkr Slapdpdwan Tou amokpnuvou Bpdxou mavw
otov onoio avantuooetal. Alatpeital o€ Tpla dvioa PeTaty TOuG
LEPN: TNV aKPOTIOAN oTo uNAGTEPO onuelo (2,5 otpéupata), T
Avw TIOAN (20 OTPEUHOTA) KaL TNV KATW TIOAN 0TOUG TTPOTIOSEC
Tou Aodou (75 otpéppata). H Stataén autr opiletal amo TpeLg
OELPEC TELXWV TOU SnuLoupyolv Stadoxikd emimeda Apuvag,

1. The external walls

Servia, as a fortified Byzantine settlement, was part of a broader
system of defense, which was extended throughout the Byzantine
Empire in the 6th century AD under Emperor Justinian to
strengthen its borders. The castle has an irregular shape following
the geophysical configuration of the steep rock on which it is built.
It is divided into three unequal parts: the citadel at the highest
point (2,5 hectares), the upper city (20 hectares), and the lower
city at the foot of the hill (75 hectares). This layout is defined

by three rows of walls creating successive levels of defense,
ensuring maximum protection for the inhabitants during a siege.
At the same time, as can be seen from Byzantine sources, this

Ewk. 9. YmoBetikn mopeia Twv
EEWTEPLKWV TELXWV HE Bdon
To OWIOUEVA TUAUATA TOUG,.
Fig. 9. Suggested course of
the outer walls based on their
surviving parts.



etaodarilovtag tn péylotn Suvatr MPOoTACia TwV KOTOKwY

o€ meplmtwaon moAopkiac. NapdAAnAa, OTMwWE MPOKUTITEL

amo TIg BUlaVTIVES TINYEC, N XWPLKA auTr Slatatn Tng MOANG

0€ TPELG EMOAMNAES LWVEC AVTAVAKAOUOE KAL TNV KOWWVIKA
SlaoTpWHATWON TNG, KABWCE 0T XAUNAOTEPO Kal TOAUTIANBETTEPO
eninedo, TNV KATw TOAN, Bplokovtav oL KaTokieg Twv Aaikwy
TALEWY, TWV AYPOTWY KOL TWV EPYATWY, 0TO SEVUTEPO, TNV AVW
TIOAN, TIOU ATAV ALYyOTEPO TIUKVOKATOLKNEVN, SIEUEVE N pedaia
TALN, 0 EUMOPLKOC KOGUOGC KAl Ol AL HATOUYOL, EVW OTO TPITO
eninedo oxUpwang, TNV akPomoAn, Siéueve o dpyovtac. Eva
ONUOVTIKO PEPOG TOU TANBUGCHOU, OTIWGE TEKUNPLWVETAL KAl amd
TLC TINYEC, SLAPEVEL EKTOC TWV TEXWVY Kal avalnTd mpootacia eviog
TWV TELXWV OE TIEPUTTWOELC TIOALOPKIAC.

To UeYaAUTEPO TUAUA TNG OXUPWONG TNG TTOANG TwV ZepPiwv ExeL
ONUEPA KATOTIEDEL LIE OTIOTEAECLA VAL UNV ELvVaL AMOAUTWE OabEC
TO TEPIYPOLLO TWV TELXWV. ATIO TOV EWTEPLKO TIEPIBOAO IKPES
ouotadeg epeumiwv Slatnpouvral ormopadikad, akodovBwvtag os
VEVIKEG YPAUHEC TN Stapopdwaon Tou Addou. Anod Ta owldueva
TUAMOTA ToU Telyoug oAAG SLatnpouvTal o€ APKETA UEYAAO UOg,
YEYOVOG TIOU €V UEPEL odeNdTav TNV €vtovn KAlon tou edadouc.
‘Ooov ahopd 0TOV AEITOUPYLKO XOPAKTAPA TWV TEWY SEV UTIAPXOUV
oaodeic evbeifelg yla Tn Slapopdwon Twy eMAAEWY, VW, CUUPWVA
LLE TNV eTLTOTIL ETUPAVELAKN EPEUVA, EV TTPOKUTITEL N UTIAPEN
TpoTeLXiopaToc 1) Tddpou Urpoatd ormd Ta TelXn ToU EEWTEPLKOU
niepBohou. OpBoywviot TupyoL evioyuav TNV GUUVA TOU KAGTPOU,
av kaL ATav TonoBetnuévol o apaln SLatan, Ue e€aipeon Toug
TWUPYOUC TNC AKPOTIOANC, YEYOVOG TIOU EVIOYUVEL TNV Aron OTLn
dpuva Tou Kaotpou PBaoctdotay Kuplwe otnv oTpatnyikh Tou Béan
KOLL TQL QLUVTLKA TIAEOVEKTALATA TG YEwUopdoAoyiag Tou Addou
oTOV OT0l0 E£XEL XTLOTEL. 2TO BOPELOAVATOAIKO TUAUA TNE TTOANG
Slakpivovral Ta epELTLa TNG KEVTPLKAG TIUANG TOU EEWTEPIKOU
Telyoug Twv ZepPiwv. Mia pikpdTepn MUAN-TIUPYOG elvat opath otn
SUTIKA TAeUpA Tou SLApEoOU TeXouC.

Ewk. 10. AepodwTtoypadia Tou BopelodUTIKOU TUAUATOS TWY EEWTEPLKWY

TEWV 0TO UYPOC TNG KEVTPLKAG TUANG TNG TTOANG.
Fig. 10. Aerial view of the northwestern part of the external walls where
the central gate of the city was.

arrangement of the city into three successive zones reflected its
social stratification: at the lowest and most populous level, the
lower city, were the dwellings of the popular classes, peasants,

and workers. The second, the upper city, which was less densely
populated, was home to the middle class, the merchants, and
officials, while the third level of fortification, the citadel, was home
to the ruler. As documented by the sources, a significant part of the
population resided outside the walls and sought protection within
the walls in the event of a siege.

The largest part of the fortification of the city of Servia has col-
lapsed, and as a result, the outline of the walls is not entirely clear
today. Small clusters of ruins are sporadically preserved from the
outer enclosure, mostly following the shape of the hill. Many of
the wall’s surviving parts stand at a considerable height, partly due
to the ground’s steep slope. As for the functional aspect of the
walls, there are no clear indications regarding the configuration of
the ramparts, while the on-site surface survey did not reveal the
existence of an embankment or moat. Sparsely arranged rectan-
gular towers, except for the citadel’s towers, reinforced the castle’s
defenses. This proves that the castle’s defenses were based mainly
on its strategic position and the defensive advantages of the hill’s
geomorphology. In the northeastern part of the city, the ruins

of the central gate of the outer wall of Servia can still be seen. A
smaller gate tower is visible on the western side of the middle wall.




2. O vaoc tou Ayiou lwavvn tou Mpobpodpou

0 vaog tou Ayiou lwavvn Tou Mpodpdpou eivat o TPWTOG Vaodg
TIOU CLUVAVTA KAVELS avndopilovtag Tov cUYXPOVo TAAKOOTPWTO
Spopo. Mall pe to vao twv Aylwv Oeodwpwy Kat tn Bacikn
QMOTEAOUV TIC TPELG LOTAUEVEC EKKANGIEG OTO KATWTEPO TUA A TOU
OXUPWHEVOU TUAUATOC KAGTPOU. 2TNV KATW TIOAN, GAAWOTE, TTOU
ATaV HEYAAUTEPN OE EKTAON KAl TTOAUTTANBEDTEPN ATTO TAL AVWTEPQ
TUALLOTA, 0WIoVTAL OL TIEEPLOCOTEPOL VOOl TwV ZepBlwv.

O vaog tou Mpodpdpou eival évag pkpwy SLAcTACEWY (E0WTE-

PIKEG SlaoTaoelG: 4,40 X 2,65 |.) LOVOXWPOC VAOC E AUPIKALV
OTEYN, IOV eKUETOMEVETAL TOV HUOLKO Bpaxo yia Tn BepeAiwon
NG VOTLOG MAEUPAC TOU. 2TNV AVATOALKN TTAEUPA TOU vaoU —TO

N |

i

——

,‘_._i_.

Ewk. 11. Katoyn tou vaou tou Ayiou lwavvn tou Mpodpopou.
Fig. 11. Plan of the church of St. John the Baptist.
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2. The church of St. John the Baptist

St John the Baptist is the first church one encounters on the
modern paved road. Together with the church of Agioi Theodoroi
and the Basilica, these are the three standing churches in the lower
part of the fortified part of the castle. In the lower city, which was
more extensive and populous than the upper parts, is where most
of the churches of Servia are still visible.

The church of St John the Baptist is a small single-space church
(internal dimensions: 4,40 x 2,65 m) with a gable roof, which

takes advantage of the natural rock for the foundation of its
southern side. On the eastern side of the church- the only part

of the building with brick ornamentation- the semi-circular arch
of the sanctuary is prominent. At the same time, to the west,

a narthex was added at a later date, which was subsequently
enlarged in size. The church has undergone extensive additions
and alterations, mainly to the roofing on the east side and the
narthex, aimed at expanding the church and improving its lighting.
Despite its numerous alterations that have distorted its original
form, the church should be dated to the 14th century based on its
morphological characteristics.

The church’s interior was fully wall-painted, but the foundations
of the church’s south wall on the rock of the ground created a
severe moisture problem on the painted surfaces, as one side of
the church is practically nested in the hill. The church remained
without a roof for an extended period until about the middle of
the 20th century, and its interior was exposed to the weather,
devastatingly affecting the church’s wall paintings. Today, few
traces of this painted decoration remain in the niche of the
sanctuary. However, Professor Andreas Xygopoulos, before 1957,
had managed to photograph and reconstruct a significant part
of the iconographic program of the church, which, according

to him, was applied in three successive zones (one with saints

in medallions, one with evangelical scenes, and one with full-



Hovo onpelo Tou vaou, omou sival epdavhg 0 KEPAUOTAAOTIKOG
TOU SLAKOOHOG— TIPOEEEXEL N NULKUKALKN aida Tou Llepou
BApatog, evw ota SUTIKA £xel TomoBetnBel oe SeUTePO XPOVO
vapBnkag, o omolocg otn ouveéxela LAALoTa SleupuvOnke og
Slaotdoelc. O vaodg GEpel UTTEDTN LA EKTETAUEVN OELPA
TPOOHNKWY KAl LETOOKEUWY, KUplw 600V adopd Tov TPOTOo
OTEYAONC TOU OTNV QVATOAIKA TTAEUPA KL TOV VApBNKA Tou,
TIOU 0TOY0 £lyav tn Slelpuvon Tou vaou Kal Tov KAAUTEPO
bWTIOUO TOU. Av Kol GEPEL TTONNEC VEOTEPEC EMEUPATELS TIOU
€XOUV AAAOLWOEL TNV apYLKA Lopdr TOu, N avéyepan Tou vaou
Ba mpénel va tornobetnBel oTov 140 alwva pe Baon Tov TPOmo
S6uUNon¢ Tou.

To 0WTEPLKO TOU VAo NTAV TTARPWE TOLXoypadnUEVO, N
Bepehiwon, dUwC, Tou votiou Tolyou Tou vaou emi Bpdyou Tou
edadoug, pe tn pio tou mMAeupd Tou vaoU va gival oUGLACTIKA
evOulakwpEvn péoa oTov Aodo, dnutovpynace cofapdTato
TPORANUa Lypaciag otn {wypadikh Tou. KaTooTPEMTIKA
emibpaon otn lwypadikr Slakdcunon Tou vaou elXe KoL TO
YEYOVOC OTL yLaL peydAo SLAoTNUA, EwG TA HECA TTEPITTOU TOU
2000 alwva, 0 vaog iye amwAECEL TN OTEYAON TOU KaL TO
EOWTEPLKO TOU ATAV EKTEDELUEVO OTIC KALPLKES CUVONKEC. 21LEe-
pa, eAGyLOTA (VN TwV ToLyoypadLwy Tou vaou lval opatd oTnv
KOyXNn Tou lepoy, 0 kaBnynTAg oUW AvOpeag ZuyyomouAoc,
TP amo to 1957, elxe katadpépel va avacuvBEoeL €va an-
HLOVTIKO TOU UEPOC TOU ELKOVOYPADLKOU TTPOYPALUATOC TOU
vaou, To onolo eixe ebappootel og Tpelg emAAANAES LWveg (Ue
otnBapla ayiwv, evayyeAKEG OKNVES KAl OAOCWOUG aylouc).
Av Kal Adn otV EMOXH TOU ZUYYOTOUAOU artd TNV TOLXOYyPAdIKN
Slakdounon tou vaou «apudpotata tyvn Stakpivovtaly, o idlog
TEKUNPLWVEL TNV UTTOPEN TTOAAWY TTAPACTACEWY OTOV VA0, TIOU
onuepa eival mANPWS KAAUPUUEVEG amd vedTepa emyplopata. H

Sudrtatn Tou elkovoypadkol PoypAUUATOC, OTIWGE TEPLYPAdETAL

QIO TOV ZUYYOTOUAO, TTOPOUGCLALEL TTOAEC OLLOLOTNTEG LE TN
BaoAkwY Twv ZepBilwv Kal ToV YETOVIKO vaioko Twy Aylwv

BOeobwpwv. Kplvovtag amod Ta TEXVOTPOTILKA XOPAKTNPLOTIKA TwV

owIOUEVWY TOPACTACEWY, N {wypadLkr Tou voou Ba mpénel va
xpovohoynBel ota téAn Tou 140U alwva.

length saints). The arrangement of the iconographic program, as
described by Xygopoulos, shows many similarities with the Basilica
of Servia and the neighboring church of Agioi Theodoroi. The
stylistic characteristics of the surviving parts of the church’s wall
paintings indicate a dating to the end of the 14th century.

Elk. 12. H avatoAikn mAeupd tou vaou Tou Ayiou lwavvn tou Mpodpodpou.
Fig. 12. The eastern side of the church of St. John the Baptist.
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3. O vaoc twv Aylwv Oeodbwpwv

ETtl pikpoU Bpoaxwdoug Aodiokou, oTIC apudeC Tou eEWTEPLKOU
Telyoug ¢ mMOANG, Bopeta g Baohkng Twy 2epBlwv Kat SUTIKA
Tou vaou tou Mpodpdpou, elval BepeAlwévoc o valokog Twv
Aylwv Beobwpwv. Av Kal armoteAoVoE HEPOG VOGS AELTOUPYLKOU
LLOVAOTNPLAKOU GUYKPOTHHOTOG, 0 vaodg Twy Aylwv Oeodwpwv
elval évag MoAU UIKPOG LoVOXWwPOG VOOG (E0WTEPIKWY SLACTACEWY
HOALG 4,10 X 2,42 1.), mou kaAUTITETOL Tt EVALVN ApLdKALYY OTEYN
kaL amoAnyeL o PNAR NIKUKALKY KOyxn ota avatoAkd. O vaog
EXEL TAUTLOTEL Lle To KaBOALKO TNC yuvalkelog povhc Twv Aylwv
Oeodbwpwv Mou avadpEPETAL OTI¢ TNYES AON amod Tov 13° awwva
W¢ oTAUPOTNYLaKA- H povn avadépetal emiong we povr «Tou

0 JT8 2. 4y,
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3. The church of Agioi Theodoroi

On a small rocky hill, on the edge of the city’s external walls, north
of the Basilica of Servia and west of St John the Baptist, stands the
church of Agioi Theodoroi. Although it was part of a functional
monastic complex, the church of Agioi Theodoroi is a tiny single-
space church (internal dimensions only 4.10 x 2.42 m), covered

by a wooden gable roof, with a high semicircular niche in the east.
The church has been identified with the katholikon of the female
monastery of Agioi Theodoroi, mentioned in the sources as early as
the 13th century as a stauropegion. The monastery is also referred
to as the monastery ‘of Sideris’ or simply ‘Kalogries’ (Nuns) and was,
at least in the Ottoman period, an annex of the male monastery of
Agioi Theodoroi in Kastania near Servia. Only part of the churchyard
and a vaulted tank from the monastery complex are preserved today.

Rich brick ornamentation decorates all sides of the monument,
with bricks forming letters and combinations of letters (K, X, P, T,
KN, KB, inverted K, Christogram, etc.) and simple geometric shapes.
The morphological characteristics of the church link it to buildings
from the second half of the 11th century, although the wall
paintings appear to be much earlier. In fact, there is an inscription
that still survives in the north-east corner of the church, which
refers only to its painted decoration and not to its construction;
we learn that the church was frescoed with the assistance of
many laymen (the names of at least six families are mentioned)
and a priest and his wife. The name of Demetrios listed in the
inscription could perhaps be identified with painter Demetrios,
who is mentioned as the painter of the church in the 1872 issue
of Pandora journal. The inscription, however, does not refer to the

Elk. 13. Katon tou vaou twv Ayiwv Oeodwpwv Kal Tng Seapevnc Tng
HovAG.

Fig. 13. Plan of the church of Agioi Theodoroi and the cistern of the mon-
astery.



216€pn», f amwg kat wg «Kaloypnég», kat umtnpée, ToUAdLoTOV
katd tn petaBulavtvh emoyr, LETOXL TNG avOPLKAC LOVNG TwY
Ayiwv Beodwpwv Kaotavidg 2epBiwv. AT To ouyKpOTNUA TOU
HOVaOTNPLOU Slatnpeital orApepa Lovo HEPOC To TEPLBOAOU Kal
Hla BoAookeémaotn Se€apevr).

0 vaoc dEPeL TAOUGLO KEPAUOTIAQCTIKO SLAKOOHO TIOU KOOUEL
OAEC TIG TAEVPEC TOU pvnueiou, pe mAlvBouc va oxnuatilouv
ypappata kat cuvduaououg ypappatwy (K, X, M, T, KN, KB,
QVECTPAUUEVO K, XploToypappa K-AT.], KaBwc Kol amid
VEWHETPLKA oxnUaTa. Ta popdoAoyLKA XapoKTNELOTIKA TOU

vaoU Tov cuvbEouy le ktiopata Tou SeUTeEpOU ool Tou 11ou
alwva, av Kol oL Tolyoypadieg Tou pLoldlouv Katd moAD VeOTEPEG.
MNpayuatt otnv PopeloavatoAikn ywvia Tou vaol owletal akopa
n emypadn e Lotdépnong Tou:

AviotopiBn 6 Bei /oc kai mavoe / mtog vaog oltwg / Tou ayiou
evb6&ou / peyahopdptipoc / Osodwp(ou) tol Tupwvog k(at) /
otpartildtou §id onv / dpouiic komou k(at) & / £66(ou) Oeodw-
pou tod Ayt / omouldou k(at) T(f)g M(nT)p(0)c ad / to0 KoArg
k(at) mama / kip Metagiwtt / k(at) tfig oUBL / ou altol npeo
/ Bit(¢)p(a)g k(at) Zrapdritod Ayi/ ormoulou k(ai) tng cuBiou
alt(ol) / KaAfic k(at) Apayo / téot k(at) Tfic ouBiou aut[od] /
Maplag k(at) Ztapatou tou / Melol k(at) Tfig obBiov / avtod
Maplac k(at) Kpovotw / Mnvou k(at) tfig ouBiou aut(ol) /
k(ab) [...] / [...]/ [...]K Ivd(iktiwv)og [Ue]

210 aploTepd MeplBwPLo TNG EMLypadnC avaypddovtal Kot KAmoLa

akopa ovouata SwpnTwv:
k(at) / Zta / po / T/ 6 n(og) / Tol / ayid / mouhou / k(al) Tou
Au/un/tplov/tou / [...] /&u/ngc.

Ao v enypadr) Tou pvnueiou, n omola adopd povo otnv
{wypadLkn Tou SLakOCUNGCN KaL 0L OTNV QVEYEPOH TOU,

Ewk. 14. O Bpaxwdnc Aodiokog 6mou PplokeTal KTIOUEVOS 0 VAOG TWV
Aylwv Oeodwpwv.

Fig. 14. The rocky hillock where the church of Agioi Theodoroi is built.

use of the church as a catholikon or a monastery annex, which
reinforces the doubts expressed by Andreas Xygopoulos about the
capacity of this particular building to function as a catholikon of a
stauropegic monastery because of its ‘miniature size’.

The part of the inscription where the year of the church’s
decoration was mentioned is tough to read today. Xygopoulos
managed to distinguish only the indiction and not the year of the
decoration. Taking into account the stylistic characteristics of the
wall paintings and especially the iconographic and stylistic affinity
with the paintings in the old catholicon of the Transfiguration
Monastery of Meteora, a work of 1483, Xygopoulos was led to
dating Agioi Theodoroi’s wall paintings towards the end of the 15th
century or the beginning of the 16th. Indeed, the painting of Agioi
Theodoroi bears significant similarities with works of the so-called
“Kastorian workshop,” which was active in the broader region of




TIANPOGOPOUUACTE OTLTO UVNUElo ToyoypadrBnke Ue T
ouvdpoun oMWV Adikwv (avapEpovTal Ta OVOHOTA TOUAAYLOTOV
£€L OLKOYEVELWV) KOl EVOG LEPEQ LIE TNV TTPEGRUTEPA TOU. TO OVOUQ
TOU AnpnTtplou Tou avadpEPETAL OTNY CUUMANPWLOTIKY Emypadr
Ba pmopoUoe (owG va TAUTLOTEL e Tov AnnTPLo, TTou avadEépeTal
w¢ Lwypadog Tou vaou oe Teplypadn Tou vaou Tou €Touc 1872
oto TEPLOSIKO Mavéwpa. TTnv emypadr, TAVTWCS, Oev yivetal
Koo avadopd OXETIKA LiE TN XPHon Tou vaou wg kaBoAkou 1
€€apTANATOC LLOVAG, YEYOVOC TTOU eVIOXUEL TLC apdLBOALEG TTou
elye ekdpaoel 0 AvOpEag ZuyyOmoUAOC OXETIKA e T SuvaTdTnTa
TOU OUYKEKPLUEVOU Valokou va Aeltoupynoel W KaBoAKO
OTOUPOTINYLAKAG LOVAG AOYW «UKPOCKOTIKOTNTOG TOUTOU ».

To onuelo 6mou avaypadotay To £T0G LOTOPNGNG TOU vaol

elval onpepa akpwe duocavayvwaoTo, kat o (dloc o Zuyyomoulog
KaTadepe va Slakpivel Lovo Ty OIKTLWVA Kol OXL TO £T0G
LoTopNnong. AapBavovtac umon Ta TEXVOTPOTIKA XOPAKTNPLOTIKA
™C {wypadikng Kol Laitepa TNV elkovoypadikn Kol OTIAOTIKA
ouvadela pe To maiald KaBoAkod thg Movig Metapopdwaong
Metewpwy, €pyo Tou 1483, 0 ZuyyomouAog obnyndnke oe pia
XPOVOAGYNoN TPOC Ta TEAN TOU 150U alwva A TLG apyEG Tou

160u. Mpayuartt n {wypadikr Twv Ayiwv Osodwpwv dEpEL
ONUAVTIKEG OUOLOTNTEG HE £QYA TOU AEYOLEVOU «KAOTOPLAVOU
gpyaoctnpiouy, mou Spa oTnV eUPUTEPN TEPLOXN TWV METEWPWY
koL Tne Makedoviag tic SUo Teheutaieg Sekaetieg Tou 150U Kat thv
mpwtn dekaetia tou 160U alwva. Aedopévou OtLn 15n wdkTtwva
Tou SLEKPLVE CLUTTITTTEL e Ta €Tn 1497 ko 1512, 0 ZuyyomouAog
TPOTELVE WG £T0C LOTOPNONG To 1497, To omolo uloBEtnoe kat

OAn n petayeveotepn BLBAoypadia, UE LA TIPOOEKTIKOTEPN
TAPATAPNON OUWG TNG EMLYPadNC SLOKPIVETAL AKOMA KAL ONLEPA
HE axvoUg Xapaktrpeg Simha otnv WokTuwva, To €10 K, SnAadn
10 €10G 1512.

H onuavtikr {wypadikr Tou pvnueiou avamtuooeTal O€ TPELG
endAnAec {wveg, SladopeTikol UPoug, Tou epauBdvouy
oknvég Awdekaodptou otnv avwtepn {wvn, ayloug Kal TpodnTES
0€ PETAALA 0TN peoaia Kal OAOCWHOUG ayloug oTnY KATWwTEPN
wvn.
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Meteora and Macedonia in the last two decades of the 15th and
the first decade of the 16th century. Given that the 15th indiction
coincides with the years 1497 and 1512, Xygopoulos proposed
1497 as the year of the inscription, which was also adopted by all
later literature. However, a closer observation of the inscription
reveals that the year Ik, i.e., the year 1512, is still visible, written
with faint characters next to the indiction.

The iconographic program of the church is developed in three
superimposed zones of varying heights, including scenes of the
Twelve Great Feasts in the upper zone, saints and prophets in
medallions in the middle zone, and full-length saints in the lower
zone.

SN
R,

Ewk. 15. H votla meupd tou vaou twv Aylwy Osodwpwy.
Fig. 15. The south side of the church of Agioi Theodoroi.
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Ew. 16. H toyoypadia tng Koiunong tg ©gotdkou otov SuTikd Toixo Tou vaou.

Fig. 16. The wall painting of the Dormition of the Virgin on the west wall of the church.

Ew. 17.Armon tou

E0WTEPLKOV TOU
vaou Twv Ayiwv
Oeobwpwv mpog Ta
QVOTOALKA.

Fig. 17. View of the
interior of the church
of Agioi Theodoroi
towards the east.



4. H Baolhkn

270 BoPElOSUTIKO AKPO TNG KATW TIOANG, EVIOC TOU OXUPWUATIKOU
TepLBOA0U, BplokeTal 0 EMIOKOTIKOG VAOC TNG TTOANG, YVWOTOC
KalL e ovopaoieg «BactAkn Twv Katnxoupévwyy i «Zapdvia
Moptecy». H mapadoon BEAEL TOV GUYKEKPLLEVO VAO VA TULATOL
0To 6vopa tou Ayiou NikoAdou, av kat €xel SlaTunwBel

Kat n arodn amod tov Avopga ZuyyomouAo OTL 0 vaodg ATav
adlepwEVog atov Aylo AnpntpLo, Aappdavovtac unoln tn
LEeyaAn mapdotacn tou Ayiou Anpntplou oTov VOTLO TOX0 Tou
KeVTPLKOU KATOUG TOU vaoU, Omou oWleTal Kal adLEPWUATIKNA
eTLypadr| Tou emokonou 2epfiwv, MiyanA.

0 vaoc anotelel éva turiko delypa pecoBulavtvrc tpikATng
BacIAKAG e vapBnka Kol UTEEPUPWEVO KEVTPLKO KALTOG pE

[

T\|L“ﬂ

1

Ewk. 18. Katon tn¢ PACIAKAG.
Fig. 18. Plan of the basilica.
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4. The Basilica

Within the fortification enclosure, at the north-western end of

the lower city, lies the city’s bishop’s church, also known as the
“Basilica of the Catechumens” or just “Forty Doors.” The tradition
wants this church to be dedicated to St. Nicholas. However,
Andreas Xygopoulos has expressed the opinion that the church was
dedicated to St. Demetrius, taking into account the monumental
representation of St. Demetrius on the south wall of the central
nave of the church, where a dedicatory inscription of the Bishop of
Servia, Michael, is still visible.

The church is a typical Middle Byzantine three-aisled basilica with
a narthex and a raised central nave with a clerestory. The church’s
central nave had a gable roof, while the side aisles and the narthex
had separate single-pitched roofs. The naves were separated by
walls, each with four arched openings. The middle aisle is twice

as wide as the side aisles and is connected to the narthex by a
triple opening, of which only the column bases remain. The great
semicylindrical arch to the east of the church has now collapsed; its
sturdy construction, however, prevented its complete destruction,
so today, we can have a clear picture of its form, which is
semicylindrical with shallow blind arches and a window.

The church dates from around the beginning of the 11th century
but underwent successive phases of alterations from the 12th to
the 16th century, the most characteristic being the 14th-century
alteration in which the south aisle was converted into a portico.

No firm conclusions can be drawn about the sculptural
decoration of the church from its few surviving examples. Two
interesting sections of a marble epistyle still survive, which
probably originated from the now-lost marble iconostasis of the
church and were later used as spolia during an alteration of the
basilica. They are decorated simply with birds pecking bunches
of grapes. The relief’s rough finish has already led Andreas
Xygopoulos to date the sculptures to the beginning of the 11th



dwtaywyo. To Kevtplkd KATog Tou vaol oteyalotay e apdkAvn century, stating that they are ‘provincial clumsy imitations of a
OTEYN, EVW TA TTAGQyLAL KALTN KaL 0 vapBnkag epepav Eexwploth good original/

LovopLytn otéyaon. Ta KAt xwpilovtal petaty Toug pe TolXoug, Ttou
dEpouv To kabéva amod TEcoepa TofwTd avolypara. To pecaio KAiTog
elval SUMAAoLo o€ TIAATOG aTTo TaL TTAAYLA KALTN KAl CUYKOWWVEL e

10 vapBnka péow tpiBnAou avoiypatog, ano to omolo Satnpouvtal
LOVO oL BACELS TWV KLOVWY. H peydin nuikuAwvdpikn afida ota
QVATOALKA TOU VOoU €XEL ONUEPA KATAPPEVTEL, 1 OTLRAPN KATAOKELH
NG OUWE AMETPEPE TNV AN PN KATOOTPODN TNG KL ETOL GRUEPA
LTTOPOULE VOl EXOUE pLa oadn EKOVA TNE LOPPNAC TNG, TToU elval
NUKUAWVOPLKN e afabn TuGAG TOga Kal Eva apabupo.

The basilica bears interesting fresco decorations in at least two
superimposed layers. The first, which was contemporary with the
church’s construction, is covered by the second, which dates back
to the 13th century and is visible today in a fragmentary state. The
condition of the wall paintings is better in the church’s nave, as in
the side aisles and the narthex, the paintings have been almost
completely destroyed due to prolonged exposure to the weather
and the sun. In the nave, the wall paintings are arranged in three
zones: the upper zone, which is now totally indistinguishable, had

0 vaodg ypovohoye(tal yUpw oTLG apxXEC Tou 110u atwva aAld ten large sections with representations, probably of the Twelve
Séxtnke Sladoxikéc dAoeLg LeTAoKEUWY amod Tov 120 €wg Kal Great Feasts, while from the middle zone, we can still distinguish
Tov 160 aLwva, HE To XOPAKTNPLOTIKN TNV LETAOKEUN Tou 140U today, albeit with some difficulty, scenes from the Passion of Christ

QLWVA KATA TNV omtola To VOTLO KALTOC
LETOTPETETOL OE OTOA.

l'a tov YAUTTo SLAKOGHO ToU vaou

Sev pmopouv va eéaxBouv aodaln
OUUMEPAOLOTA OO Ta Alyootd Selypata
Tou €youv owBel. Ta SUo TUApOTA
LOPHAPLVOU emIoTUALOU, TTOU evTolyloTnkay
oTov vao og SeUTEPN XpAOoN, TPOEPYOVTAL
muBavotata amd 10 HOPUAPLVO TEUTAO

TOU vaoU Kal G€pouv amAr SLlakoopunon

e mtnva va paudilouv otaduAla os Evav
eMooopevo BAaoto. H adpr katepyaoia
Tou avayAudou €xeL odnyroeL ndn tov
Avdpéa ZuyyOmouAo va xpOVoAoyroEL

Ta YAUTITA OTLG apy€G Tou 11ou alwva
SNAWVOVTAC OTL TIPOKELTAL YLOL KETIAPXLAKAY
adé€lav amopiuno Kahol TPWTOTUTIOU ».

Ewk. 19. AgpodwTtoypadia tng BactAiknc amo ta
VOTLOOVOTOAKA.

Fig. 19. Aerial view of the basilica from the
southeast.
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H Bao\ikr dépel evbladépovta Toxoypadikd Stakoopo ae SUo
TOUAGXLOTOV EMAAMNAQ oTpwUATA. TO TPWTO, TTIOU NTAV GUYXPOVO
LLE TNV aVEYEPON TOU VAU, KOAUTITETAL armd To SeUTEPO TIOU
xpovoloyeitat otov 130 alwva Kat elvatl opato, cnuepa, o€
QTOCTIOCUATLKY KATACTAON. H KATAoTAoN TWV TOLoypadLOV
elvat kaAUTtepn oto peoaio kAltog Tou vaou, kaBwe ota MAGyLa
KALTN kat tov vapBnka n {wypadikr €xel kataotpadel oxedov
OAOKANPWTLKA AOyw TNG €KBEONC ETIL LAKPOV OTLG KOLPLKEG
ouvBnKkeg. 210 peoaio kAltog n dtdtatn Twv towoypadlwy yivetal
0€ TPELG {WVEC: N avwTepn {wvn, TIOU EVOL CAUEPA EVTEAWG
Sduablakputn, édepe Séka SLaxwpa e TAPACTACELS, TBavoTata
Awbdekaoptou, evw amd tn peoaia {wvn UmopoU e aKOUO On-
Lepa va Slakpivoupe, av kal e apketr) SUoKoALa, oknVEC amo

Ta M1a6n Tou Xplotou kal Ta Elgodia tng @eotdkou. H katwTepn
{wvn elval n auth mou owletal o KAAUTEPN KATACTAON KOl
TEEPLAAUPBAVEL OAOCWOUC LEPAPYEC, OTPATLWTIKOUC KAl HOVAYOUG
ayloug kal yuvaikeg ayleg. Zexwpilouy, av Kal o€ AmMOCTIACUATIKN
kataotaon dLatrpnong, oL MAPOOTACELS TOU EVAYKAALOUOU TWV
Aylwv MéTpou kat MavAou Kal n TapAcTACH TOU UETWTTILKOU OAO-
OWUOU Ayiou Anuntplou pe TI¢ LopdEC Tou euloyouvta Incol
KalL evog ayyélou mou tou mapadidel omabi, ol omoleg amodido-
VTOL O€ JUKPOTEPN KALLLOKAL.

and the Presentation of the Virgin. The lower zone is the one that
survives in better condition and includes full-length hierarchs,
military and monastic saints, and female saints. Notable, though
in a fragmentary state of preservation, are the representations

of the Embrace of Saints Peter and Paul and the representation
of the frontal full-length Saint Demetrius with the figures of the
blessing Jesus and an angel handing him a sword, both of which
are rendered on a smaller scale.

Ewk. 20. TuAua emotuliou TEUMAOU pe avayAudn Slakoopnan evtolxt-
OUEVO 0€ VEOTEPO TOlX0 TNG BAGIALKAC.

Fig. 20. Epistyle block of an iconostasis with relief decoration built into a
newer wall of the basilica.




Ewk. 21. O evaykoAlopog Twv Antootohwv Métpou kat MavAou: Tolxoypadia 0Tov VOTLO TOLXO TOU KEVTPLKOU KATOUG TNG PAGIALKAG.

Fig. 21. The embrace of the Apostles Peter and Paul: wall painting on the south wall of the central nave of the basilica.




5. To &tdpeoo telyog

0 s0wTePLKOG MEPIBOAOG TNC OXVPWONG TV ZEPPLwY, YWWoTOC
Kall WG SLAUEDO R EYKAPGLO TEXOC, EXEL TTOAUYWVIKO OXNLLA KAl
Slatnpeltal oe KAAUTEPN KATAOTAON ATO TO EEWTEPLKA TEXN TNG
TIOANG. MPOKELTAL OUCLAOTIKA YLaL [t SEUTEPN YPOAUUN QUUVAG
TOU KAOTPOU, TIou XwpLle Ta Bulavtiva 2€pBLla o Avw Kal KATW
TIOAN. ATtO TA WG TWPA aPXALOAOYIKA Sedopéva TTPOKUTITEL OTL
N avw oA KGAuTte pla éktacn 20 mepimou OTPEUUATWY Kal

5. The middle wall

The inner enclosure of the fortification of Servia, also known as
the middle or transverse wall, has a polygonal shape and is better
preserved than the external walls of the city. It was the castle’s
second line of defense, dividing Byzantine Servia into an upper and
lower city. The archaeological evidence indicates that the upper
city covered an area of about 20 hectares and was more sparsely
populated than the lower city. The middle wall was of great height,

Etk. 22. YmoBetikA mopela
Tou SLdpEeoou Telyoug Le
Baon ta cwldPEVA TUAUATA
Tou.

Fig. 22. Suggested course of
the middle wall based on its
remaining parts.



ATAV TILO APOLOKATOLKNUEYN Ao TNV KATW TOAN. Ta Stdueco
TElY0G ATav Yeyahou UPouc, Owe SlakplveTal Kat amno Ta
evamopeivavta TUHAKATA TOU, Kol eVIoXUOTaV amd mUpyoug

0€ OTPATNYIKA onuUela Tou, kaBloTwvtag TNy Avw TOAN éva
aoGAAETTEPO ONUELO YLa GUYKEVTPWON ToU ANBUOUOU TNE KATW
TIOANG o€ nepimtworn moAopkiac.

To oUyXPovo ABOCTPWTO OVOTIATL 08NnYEl OTOV LEPLKWG
QIOKATEOTNUEVO TTUPYO Tou SLdpedou Teiyouc Tou Asttoupyouoe
WG TIUAN L0680V Ao TNV KATW TIPOC TNV Avw TIOAN. O TIUPYOC EXEL
UPog Avw TWV 4 LETPWY KaL ECWTEPIKES SLACTAOELG 4 X 4 L., eVw N
eloodoc otnv avw ToAN ywvotay anod SUo UAEC TAGTouC 3,5 Kal 2
LETPpWVY 0TNV BoOpeLa kat SUTIKA Tou MAEUPA. ATIO Ta avolypaTa auTa
TIPOKUTITEL OTL LOVO TO BUTIKO EKAELVE pE BUPQ, eVw To POPELO ATAV
rubavotata eAeVBepo.

Katd t SLdpKeLa Twv EpYaCLWY OTOKATACTACNC TOU SLAUECOU
Telyouc amokaAldBOnke mpocaptnéEVoc oxedov oTNV ECWTEPLKN
TIAEUPA TOU TTUPYOU EL0OG0U, Evag LovOXwPOC vaiokoc, Slaotd-
oewv 8,40 X 5,30 W. pe mpootwo otn Bopeta meupd tou. O vaodg
dépel evbladEpouaeg Toxoypadleg OTO KATW HEPOC TWV TOLXWY,
TIOU, Qv KAl owIoVTal G€ AMOOTIACHUATLKY Katdotaon datipnang,
Ba prmopouoav va xpovohoynBouv petatl 13ou kal 140u alwva
LLE BAon elkovoypadIkd KoL TEXVOTPOTIKA KOLTH L. TO QVOTOAKO
AW ToU vaiokou €xel blaitepo evoladépov e TNV KOyxN TNG
MpdBeong va eviolyiletatl aAa kol tn AiBvn Ayla Tpamela, ou
£Vl ETIXPLOHEVN OE OAEC TIG TIAEUPEG TNG, VoL TOToBEeTE(TaL eVTOC
NG NUKUKALKAG aidac Tou lepol o pla mpoomaBela yia tn
Léylotn Suvarr] e€0LKOVOINTN XWPOU.

Eiwk. 23. Katon tou mipyou elaodou tou SLAUECOU TelYoUg Kal Tou vai-
oKoU ToU BpgBdnke TAnaiov auTou.

Fig. 23. Plan of the entrance tower of the median wall and the church that
was found adjacent to it.

as can be seen from its remaining parts, and was reinforced by
towers at strategic points, making the upper city a safer place to
concentrate the population of the lower city in the event of a siege.

The modern cobbled path leads to the partially restored tower of
the middle wall that served as an entrance gate from the lower to
the upper city. The building is more than 4 meters high and has
an internal dimension of 4 x 4 meters, while the entrance to the
upper city was through two gates of 3.5 and 2 meters wide on
the northern and western sides of the tower, respectively. These
openings show that only the western one was closed with a door.

During the restoration work on the middle wall, a single-space
church, measuring 8,40 x 5,30 m with a portico on its north side, was
discovered almost attached to the inner side of the entrance tower.
The church bears interesting wall paintings, surviving only on the
lower part of the walls, which, although preserved in a fragmentary
state, could be dated between the 13th and 14th centuries based

on iconographic and stylistic criteria. The eastern part of this chapel
is formed compactly to save as much space as possible: the niche of
the Prothesis is built into the wall, and a stone altar, plastered on all
sides, is placed within the semicircular arch of the sanctuary.




Ewk. 24. AepodwTtoypadia TUAUATOG TOU SLAUECOU TEXOUG LLE TOV TTUPYO
€Lodou.
Fig. 24. Aerial view of a section of the middle wall with the entrance

tower.

Ewk. 25. O mUpyog eloddou Tou Slapecou Telxouc.
Fig. 25. The entrance tower of the middle wall.
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Ewk. 26. O vailokog ou avackddnke minolov Tou Upyou £lcd60u: Armo-
Un amd ™ Popela mAeupad.

Fig. 26. The church that was excavated adjacent to the entrance tower:
view of its northern side.

Ewk. 27. Zmapdyuorta Tolyoypadlwy otov vaioko minolov Tou mupyou
€100860U: SlakpiveTal TO KATW PEPOC OAOCWHUWY QY LWV.

Fig. 27. Fragments of wall paintings in the church near the entrance
tower.




6. H akpomoAn

270 QVWTEPO TUAUA ToL Addou Twv ZepPiwv ekTelveTal n

QKPOTIOAN TTIOU KATOAQUBAVEL EKTACN 2,5 TIEPITOU OTPEUUATWY.
‘ExeL akavovLoTo TIEVTAYWVIKO X0, akohouBwvtag to avayAudo
Tou edadouc kat epBANETAL Ao OXUPWHATIKO TIEPIBOAO TTOU
EVIOYVETAL OTIG TIAEUPEC TOU amo GELpA TTUPYWY, SLAPOPETIKWY
EMOXWV, oTa SUTIKA, ota BopeLa kaL oTa voTLa. H oxUpwan TNg
AKPOTIOANC 0TNV avaTtoAlkr TMAeupa Sev mapouctalel a&loAoyn
Slapopdwon Adyw Tou amoToUoU YKPEUOU TIOU TNV SLOTPEXEL, EVW
o€ OAO TO UAKOG TNG VOTLAG TAEUPAG TNG O OXUPWUATIKOC TtepiBoAog
EXEL KATOTEDEL.

YrLEPA, OTOV OXUPWUATIKO Ttep{BoAo Tne akpomoAnc elval
opatol TPELS LoTdpevol TUpyoL kat U0 TUpyoL o€ EPELWEN

Eik. 28. Katon tng akpomoAng Twv epBiwv.
Fig. 28. Plan of the citadel of Servia.
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6. The citadel

In the upper part of the hill of Servia, the citadel occupies an area
of about 2.5 acres. It has an irregular pentagonal shape, following
the terrain’s topography, and is surrounded by a fortified enclosure
reinforced on its sides by a series of towers of different periods

on the west, north, and south. The fortification of the citadel on

its eastern side is not remarkable due to the steep cliff that runs
along it, while the fortified enclosure has collapsed along the entire
length of the southern side.

Today, the fortified enclosure of the citadel has three standing
towers and two towers in a ruinous state. A solid polygonal tower,
probably of the 11th century, dominates the south side of the
enclosure. In the middle of the western enclosure of the citadel,




KaTaotaon. Evag cupmayng ToAUYWVIKOG TTUpyog, miBavotata
Tou 11ou atwva Seomdlel oTn vOTLA TAEUPA TOU TIEPLBOAOU, EVW
TO BePEALO TPLYWVIKAG TIUPYOELSOUC KATAOKEUNG, amokaAldOnke
0TO €OV TIEPITIOU TOU BUTIKOU TEPLBOAOU TNG AKPOTIOANG.

IXvn 0PYLTEKTOVIKWY KaTaAo(Twy, eVvOEXOLEVWE TIUPYOU,
TIAPATNPOUVTAL KOL 0TNY BopeLoavaToALkr ywvia Tou TepBoiou.

270 BopeloSUTIKG TUAUA TOU OXUPWUATIKOU TtEpLBOAOU TNG
QKPOTIOANGC, TOU TUAUATOC SnAadH mMou oTpédeTal mpog Ty

Aavw TIOAN, uPwvovtal SUo OpoLaC SLATAENG KAl APYLTEKTOVIKNG,
TETPATAELPOL TIUPYOL, TTIOU, OTIWE TIPOEKUIE QTTO TNV APYALOAO-
YLK €PEUVA, TTPOOTEBNKAV OTNV 0XUPWON TNC AKPOTIOANC O [ia
petayeveéotepn ddaon, yupw ota péoa tou 14ou atwva. O SUTKAG
TUPYOC, N AMOKATACTOON TOU omoiou oAokAnpwBnke to 2023,
Bpioketal oTn SUTIKN ywvia TNG akpOToANG, VoL TETPATAEUPOC UE
niepimou opBoywvikn katoPn, SLaTACELG 7X7 ., TTAXOC TTAEUPAG
1,3 W kat Uoc mepimou 17 p. Eival KAaTaoKEUAOUEVOG A0 GELPEC

Ew. 29 Agpodwtoypadia tng
QKPOTIOANG TwV ZepPlwv.

Fig. 29. Aerial view of the cita-
del of Servia.

Etk. 30. O BopetoduTikdg mUpyog Kal N (00606 TNG aKPOTIOANC.

Fig. 30. The northwest tower and the entrance to the citadel.

the foundation of a triangular tower-like structure was discovered.
Traces of architectural remains, possibly of a tower, can also be
seen in the north-eastern corner of the enclosure.

In the northwestern part of the fortification enclosure of the
citadel, the part that faces the upper city, there are two four-
sided towers of similar layout and architecture, which, according
to archaeological research, were added to the fortification of the
citadel in a later phase, around the middle of the 14th century.
The western tower, the restoration of which was completed in
2023, is located in the west corner of the citadel. It is quadrilateral
with a roughly rectangular plan, with dimensions of 7x7m, a
side thickness of 1,3 m, and a height of about 17 m. It is built of
rows of carved stones on the tower’s facades and filled with rough
stones inside, with good-quality lime mortar as a binding material.
A particular feature of the facades is the extensive use of bricks in
irregular rows. The tower is three-story and wooden floors defined
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ABwv Aateuuévwy oTig oYeLc, mAnpwaon pe apyouc AlBoug oto
E0WTEPLKO KAl KAAAC TIOLOTNTAC 0.oBE0TOKOVIOUA WC CUVOETIKO
UALKO. 181aiTepo XOPaKTNPLOTIKO TWV OPewWVY gival n Leyain

xprion MAvBwv og aKavovIoTEG OELPEG. MpoKeLTal yia TpLwpodo
nupyo, kabe dpodoc Tou omolov oplloTav amd EVAva dameda.

Ta pLopdoAoylkA TOU XapakTneLotika Bpiokouv mapdAAnAa os
OElPA TIUPYWV TOU HOKESOVIKOU Ywpou Tou 14ou al. H avéyepor)
TOU UTOpEL Vo CUOYETLOBEL, OLUVETIWC, E(TE e TNV KATAANYN

Twv 2epPBiwv amod Tov Ztépavo Aoucav to 1341 kal Tn HEPLUvVA
TIOU €lxe avaAGBEL yla TNV evioxuaon TG oxUpwong, TAKTLKA TToU
akohouBouoe kat o Ao kAoTpa TTou KaTeAAUPBave, lte ano Tov
lwavvn Kavtakoulnvo, ota xépla tou omoiou meptiABav ta 2épPLa
LEeTa to 1350.

270 E0WTEPLKO TNG AKPOTIOANG £lval aKOpA 0paTd fXvN
QPYLTEKTOVIKWY KATAOKEUWY, TTIOU EEUTINPETOUCAV TIG OTPATLWTLKES
Kol SLoKNTIKES AetToupyieg Tne. Amd ta avaokadikd dedopéva
amokaAU$Bnkav oToLXela TOU OLKLOTIKOU LOTOU OTO ECWTEPLKO TNG
Bopelag MAEUPAG TOU OXUPWHATIKOU TTEPLBOAOU TNG AKPOTIOANG
LETA TNV QVEYEPDT TWV TELXWV- ZUYKEKPLUEVA NpBav oTo dwg

Ta Aslpava €L povwpodwy KTnpiwv, ou evoexouEvwe va
XPNOLLOTOLOVVTAY WG OTPATLWTLIKA KATOAUATA, artoBnKeg

f oTAPAOL, EVW KIVNTA eupApaTa LTTOSNAWVOULY TNV UTIAPEN
KEPAULKOU £pYOOTNPLOV EVTOC TNG AKPOTIOANG.

Ewk. 31. H kAlpaka Tng £L0050U P0G 0TO ECWTEPLKO TNG OKPOTIOANG.
Fig. 31. The staircase leading to the interior of the citadel.
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Eik. 33. Arton TOU QrmoKaTeCGTNEVOU SUTIKOU TTUPYOU QTtd TO ECWTEPIKO
NG OKPOTIOANC.

Fig. 33. The restored western tower as seen from the interior of the citadel.

Ewk. 32. O MOAUYWVIKOC TIUPYOG QO TO ECWTEPLKO TNG AKPOTIOANC.
Fig. 32. The polygonal tower as seen from the interior of the citadel.

each one of them. The northern tower has similar morphological
characteristics which can be found in a series of 14th-century
towers in Macedonia. The towers’ construction can, therefore, be
associated either with the occupation of Servia by Stefan Dusan in
1341 and the care he took to strengthen the fortification of Servia,
a tactic he also followed in other castles he occupied, or by loannis
Kantakouzenos, who took possession of Servia after 1350.

Inside the citadel, traces of architectural structures that served its
military and administrative functions are still visible. The excavation
data revealed evidence of the settlement layout inside the
northern side of the fortified citadel enclosure that was developed
after the construction of the walls. In particular, the remains

of six single-story buildings, possibly used as military quarters,
warehouses, or stables, have come to light. At the same time,
movable finds suggest the existence of a pottery workshop within
the citadel.




7. Madopa KTiopota

H Bulavtivr) mOAN Twv 2epPBiwv amoteAel £vav PeyaAo epelmiwva, 0
omolog elval avetepeivnTog 0To PEYOAUTEPO UEPOG TOU. Ta (xvn amo
TIOAG KTiopOTa elval 0paTd aKOUA KoL OMEPA EVTOC TWV TELXWY,
Xwp(G OUWE va €xouv eEETAOTEL LIE KAVOTIONTIKO TPOTO amtd TNV
QPXALOAOYLKN €peuva. ATO autd Eexwpllouv:

1) O povdxwpog vaoc Twy Ayiwv AlocTtoAdwy, o omoiog Bpioketal
Bopeta Tou SLdpeoou Telxouc, 0TV avatoAlkr TAEUPA TG TTOANG.
2)'Evag LIKpOC Lovoxwpog vaog (Stactdoswy 5 X 4,60 W.) otnv
QVOTOALKNA TIAEUPA TNG KATW TIOANC, BOPELA AT TETPATAEUPO
TUpYO Tou e€wteptkoU Telyoug. O vaodg Ebepe (xvn TowxoypadLwy,
Qo TA OTAPAYHATA TWV OTolWY UMopoU e va odnynBoUe ot pia
XpovoAoynon yupw otov 160 atwva. 3) Evag UKpOg Hovoxwpog
vaiokog (eowt. Slaotdcewy 6 X 4 1) og anodotaon mepinov 70
LETPWV VOTLOOVATOALKA Tou SLapecou Telyoug, (xvn Tou omoiou
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7. Various buildings

The Byzantine city of Servia is an archaeological site full of ruins,
most of which are unexplored. Traces of many buildings are still
visible within the walls but have yet to be sufficiently investigated by
archaeological research. The most significant among them are the
following:

1) The single-space church of the Holy Apostles is located north of the
middle wall on the city’s eastern side. 2) A small single-space church
(measuring 5 x 4.60 m) on the eastern side of the lower town, north
of a rectangular tower of the external walls. The church had traces of
wall paintings, the fragments of which can lead us to a date around
the 16th century. 3) A small single-space church (internal dimensions
6 x4 m) at about 70 m southeast of the middle wall, traces of which
were uncovered during the construction of the modern cobbled
path. The church was covered with wall paintings that can be dated
from the late Byzantine period to the 15th century, as shown by the
numerous fragments that were collected and the larger parts of the
wall paintings that were removed. 4) A church near the bathhouse,
in the western part of the outer walls, from which today only the
niche of the sanctuary can be seen, where few fragments of wall
paintings survive. The church should be identified with the chapel of
St. Constantine, located within the walls. 5) The single-space church,
mentioned above (p.29), adjoining the middle wall gate, with a
portico on its north side and 14th-century wall paintings on its wall.
Near the Basilica of Servia, another small church was visible until

the end of the last century and is mentioned in the literature as
being dedicated to the Virgin Mary. It is probably the same church
mentioned in a description of Servia from 1872 as the church of
Zoodochos Pigi, which is even described as still standing with its

Etk. 34. Toyoypadiec otnv avatoAikr TAEUPA GTOV LOVOXWPO VAIoKO Tou
Bp£bnke votloavatoAikd Tou Sldpeoou Telxoud.

Fig. 34. Wall paintings on the eastern side of the church that was exca-
vated southeast of the median wall.



amokoAUdOnkav katd t Stavolén tou cuyypovou ALBOoTpwWIoU
povoratiov. O vaog ATV KAAUULEVOC [E Totoypadieg mou Ba pro-
poucay va xpovoloynBoulv amo tnv Uotepn Bulavtivi ieplodo €wg
Tov 15° auwva, Omwg katadelkvueL To TAHBOC Twv omapaypATwy
TIOU TIEPLOUAAEXBNKAY KL TA TUAUATA TWV TOLXOYPADLWY TIOU
armototxiobnkav, 4) Evac vaiokoc kovtd otov Aoutpwva, oto SUTIKO
TUAMA TWVY EEWTEPLKWY TEWKWY, IO TOV OTtolo oruepa Slakpivetat
LOVO 1 KOYXN TOU lepou), 0mou owlovTolL EAXXLOTO OTIPAY AT
Totyoypadlwy. O vaodg Ba MpEMeL va TOUTIOTEL EVOEXOUEVWE IE TO
TapekkARoL Tou Aylou Kwvotavtivou, mou Bplokdtay eviog Twy
Teywv. 5) O pHovoxwpoc vadg UE TIPOoTwo Ot BopeLla MAeupd

KoL Totxoypadieg Tou 140u alwva ou ebAnTeTal oty TUAN ToU
Slapeoou Telyouc, yLa Tov omolo ylve AOYog mapamavw.

Kovta otn Baoikr twv ZepBlwv BplokeTal orjUepa KATAXWHUEVOC
KL EVOLG AKOUA UKPWY SLA0TACEWY VAAG, 0 OTolog ATAV OpaTOC £WC
Ta TEAN TOU TponyoUEVOU alwva Kal avadépetatl otn BBAoypadia
w¢ adlepwuévoc otnv Mavayia. MbBavotata mpokeLTaL yla tov (5o
vao Tou avadEpeTal oe Teplypadn Twv epPiwv Tou €toug 1872

W¢ VaOg TG Zwodoyou Mnync, o omoiog meplypadeTal HAALOTA WG
LOTAUEVOC [E TN OTEYN TOU. Oa UMOPOoUsE (0WE 0 VAOS QUTOC Vol
oUVOEBEL e TNV KWVOTEPVA TTOU OWIETAL OE KA KATAOTAON Kall
bEPEL LA LULKPT) KOUAPOOKETAOTN £(0060, Alya LETPA VOTIOTEPQ
ard Tov vao tou Ayiou lwdavvn tou Mpodpduou, Ge Uikpr améotaoh
armoé Tn Baothikn. TEAog, avadpepetal Kal n UTapen Kot GAAWY vawy
OTWC AUTOG TNG Ayiag ZoAouwvAg Kol Tou Ayiou NikoAdou, oL omoiot
Sev £XOUV WG ONEPA TAUTIOTEL Ao TNV £pEUvAL.
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>N SUTIKA TIAEUPA TNC KATW TIOANC, OE emadr axebov e Ta
€EWTEPIKA TelYN, AMA Xwp(G va Umopel val ipooSLopLoTEL e akpiBela
€AV TO OUYKEKPLUEVO ONHELD ATAY eVTOG 1] EKTOC TwV TEXWY, CWIoVTOL
Kol Ta epelmia evoc opBoywviou KTnplou e Tplpepr) SLaran kat
apeAr) mivBorepikAeLoTo TPOTIO SOUNGCNG. ATIO TO EVIOYUUEVO
koviapa Tou owIeTal 0g EMAMNAEC OTPWOELG OTOUG TOLYOUC TOU

Ewk. 35. H kwotépva mou BploKeTal O€ UIKPN armooToon Ao Tov vaod Tou
Ayiou lwavvn tou Npodpduou.

Fig. 35. The cistern located a short distance from the church of St. John
the Baptist.




Ewk. 36. Ktlopa pe mBavr) Aoutpikn xpnon otn SuTikr mMAeUpd TG KATw
TIOANG TWV ZepPlwv.

Fig. 36. A building with possible use as a bathhouse on the western side
of the lower town of Servia.

€lkaeTal Ot 0 Xwpog Ba prmopoloe va €xeL AouTpLkA Xpron. H
Umapén mnotov Tou KTnpiou auToU OTOHIOU TINYAG E TPEXOUEVO
VEPO ElvVaL AKOHA VAL ETIXEPNUA YLOL TNV TAUTLON TOU GUYKEKPLIEVOU
ktnplou wg Adoutpou. ISlaitepa evdladépouca Ba Atav n TaUTIoN Tou
OUYKEKPLUEVOU AoUTPOU LE aUTO TIOU TEPLYPADETAL OTO 2TPATNYLKOV
Tou Kekaupévou (TéAn Tou 110u aL.) EUPLOKOUEVO «KATWOEeV TOU
KAOTPOU €i¢ TOV kpnuvov». H Urapén kpudrc umoyetlag odou amod

TO OUYKEKPLLLEVO AOUTPO WG TOV ECWTEPLKO TiEpiBOAO TwV ZepPiwv
avahEPETAL OTLC TINYEC KO ATTOTEAEL LAALOTA HEPOC TOU LLOVOSIKOU
ETUTUXOUG TEXVACUATOC TTOU EPAPLOOE YLOL TNV KATAKTNGN TNG TIOANG
0 BoUAyapog moAlopknTr¢ Tng, AnuntpLlog MoAepdpxLog.
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roof. This church could perhaps be connected to the cistern with an
arched entrance that survives in good condition a few meters south
of the church of St John the Baptist, a short distance from the Basilica.
Finally, other churches mentioned in sources, such as that of St.
Solomoni and St. Nicholas, have not yet been identified by research.

On the western side of the lower city, almost in contact with the
external walls, are the ruins of a rectangular building with a three-
part arrangement. From the reinforced mortar that survives in
superimposed layers on its walls, one can assume that the site could
have been used as a bathhouse. The existence of a spring mouth with
running water near this building is another argument for identifying
this building as a bathhouse. It would be particularly intriguing to
connect this particular bathhouse and the one described in the
Strategikon of Kekaumenos (late 11th century) as being located
‘below the castle in the cliff” A hidden underground passage from
this bathhouse to the inner enclosure of Servia is mentioned in the
sources, and its use was part of the only successful stratagem used by
the Bulgarian besieger Demetrius Polemarchios to conquer the city.
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Tal EKTOC TWV TEXWV pvNUela

EKTOG TWwV TEW WY TOU 0XLPWUEVOL Bulavtvol OKLoUoU
Bplokovtal apkeTd Uvnuela, kamola o epetmiwdn katdotaon

- OTWG 0 vadg Tou Ayilou ABavaaciou, otn SUTIKA TAEUPA TOU
Heyaiou dapayylol - dAa ataltiota, SuoTpooLta N Kal
AyvwoTa, Kal OpLoUEVA O OXETIKA KaAN Katdotaon Slatnpnong.
Ta TECOEPQ LOTAUEVA VN UELQ TTOU UTTOPEL val eTlokePOe( Kaveig
QKOO KaL Orjepa TIEPLYPAPOVTAL AVOAUTIKOTEPA TAPAKATW.

1. O vaog Twv Ayilwv Avapyupwv

0 vaog Twv Ayiwv AvapyUpwv onuatodotel Ty Evapén g
TIEPUTOTNTIKAG SLASPOUAG KATA LRKOC TOU HEYAAOU dapayylou Kal
Bpioketal 0To TEAOC ToU 081koU Aova TTIOU GUVOEEL TOV 0P AULOAOYLKO
XWPO HE TN clyxpovn TIOAN. TPOKELTAL yLaL EVOV LOVOXWPO VOO
LLKPWV OLOOTACEWY TIOU EXEL XTLOTEL TTAvVW o€ évay Bpdyo ektdg

TWV EEWTEPIKWV TEXWV TNC Bulavtiviig oANe. O vaodg oteydletal pe
AdKALY OTEYN KOl 0TNV avaTOALKN Tou TAEUPA HEPEL Likpr aida
opBoywviknc katoPng. O KEPAUOTAACTIKOG SLAKOGHOC TOU VOLoU

e eMAMNAeC {wvec MAvBwv kat {wveg pe potiBo Papokokaiou,

Ewk. 37. Katodin Tou vaou Twv Ayiwv AvapyUpwv.
Fig. 37. Plan of the church of Agioi Anargyroi.

The monuments outside the walls

Outside the walls of the fortified Byzantine settlement, there

are several monuments, some in a dilapidated state - such as

the church of St Athanasios, on the western side of the so-called
Great Gorge - others unattended, inaccessible, or unknown, and
some in a relatively good state of preservation. The four standing
monuments one can still visit today are described in more detail
below.

1. The church of Agioi Anargyroi

The church of Agioi Anargyroi marks the beginning of the walking
route along the Great Gorge. It is located at the end of the
road, connecting the archaeological site with the modern city of




Ewk. 38. E€wTtepikn amon tou vaou Twv Aylwv AvapyUpwv.
Fig. 38. External view of the church of Agioi Anargyroi.

amokoAUdONKe KaTA TIG EpYACIEC AMOKATACTAONC TOU VaoU, KaBWC
£WG TOTE oL TolY0L TOU VAol KOAUTITOVTAV EEWTEPIKA oo TiayL
aoBeotokoviapa. Me BAcn TA APXLTEKTOVIKA TOU OTOLXELD O VALOG EXEL
XpovoloynBel amé v €peuva oto SeUTEPO ULOO Tou 110U awwva.

0 vaoc ecwTePLKA lvat TANPWCE TotyoypadnUEVOC Kat EpapUoleTal
€va ALTO EIKOVOYPAPLKO TIPOYPOUA TTOU SLOUOPPWVETAL OE TPELG
EMAMNAEG {WVEC OTOUG TAAYLOUG TOEXOUC TOU VAOU. 2TNV QVWTEQN
{wvn tomoBeteltal Ua otevh {wvn pe NUoWUES LOpdES TipodNTWY,
otn peoaia {wvn okNVEC AWSEKAOPTOU, EVW OTNV KATWTOTN {Wvn, TTOU
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Servia. It is a single-space church built on a small rock outside the
external walls of the Byzantine city. The church has a gable roof
and a rectangular arch on its eastern side. The church’s rich brick
ornamentation was discovered during the restoration works, as
the church walls had previously been covered with thick plaster
on the outside. Based on its architectural features, the church has
been dated to the second half of the 11th century.

The interior of the church is fully wall-painted. A simple iconographic
program is applied, developed in three zones on the walls of the

.-"""'-.'i':'-I
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€lval n peyoAUTepn, oAOowES HopdEC aylwy TIoU KATOARyoUV OTnV
napaotacn Tne MeydAng Aénong otov BOpeLo TolXo. XTNV avaToAlkn
TAEUPA TOU vaoU TO TIPOYPAULLO TIEPIAAUBAVEL TNV AVAANYN Kal Tov
Euayyellouod, evw otnv KOyxn tomoBeteltal n Mavayia e oepilovieg
ayYEAOUG Kal XaUNAOTEPA CUANELTOUPYOUVTEC LEPAPXES LIE TNV
napdotaon Tou MeAlopov. Tov SuTko Tolyo Tou vaou KatahapuBavel
L LLEYOAN 0UVBEDN UE QETWUATIKN artOANEn mou TEpAABAVEL TG
TAPACTACELS TNC Kolunong tng ©eotokou Kat tne Metapopdwaong
KOl YUNAGTEPA OAOCGWHOUG ay(oUG, LE TIC LOPDECS TWV TTPOGNTWY VL
TIAPOAETIOVTOL OTIWG KOl OTOV AVOTOALKO TOLXO.

H TeXvOTPOTTKY) AVAAUGN TOU vaoU €XeL KATOANEEL OTO OTL N opath
onuepa Gaon Twv tolyoypadLwy armoteAsl To SeUTEPO OTPWHA
ToLoypadLwV Tou vaou, Tou €xeL dhotexvnBel amo 6uo (wypadouc
kol Ba pémeL va xpovohoynBel atov 16° awwva. H KtnTtopikn
entypadr) mou PplokeTal mavw amod tnv (0060 TOU vaoU MOPEXEL
TpooBeTeC TANPOdOPLEC yiLa TN SlakOoUNGoH Tou Kal €XEL WG €N C:

+ QLoTopioBN O BTG KAl MAVOETTOC VadE 0UTOC / TGV Ayiwv
Kol Baupatoupy®v AvapyUpwv Koopd kat Aaptavod / katl
apxepatevovtog Mepovtiou 1ol Beodheotdatou d1d ouv/Spopiig
kol £€660u Thv 6pBodOEwV XpLotlav®y / év Etel ZIH [...] ou

Av Kal n moAQLOTEPN EPELVA EPUIVEUE TO £TOC LOTOPNONG TOU VAOU
TIoU avaypadetal otny erypadn we ZPH dniadn 1600, n vedtepn
£peuva €xel amodEe(Eel e eMypadIKA KL TEXVOTPOTIKA TEKUNPLAL OTL
otnv erypadn avaypddetal To £€tog ZIH dnAadn to €tog 1510. And
v erypadn pabaivou e emniong dtL tnv mepiodo SlakdoUnong tou
vaoU emniokomog 2epBiwv ATav o TeopiAéotaroc MepovTiog, yLa Tov
omoio Sev €xouv eVTOTIOTEL £wC Twpa AAa oToXEla, AN Kat OTL

n StakdouNon Tou vaou EyLve pe Samavn twy opBodofwv xpLoTl-
QVWVY TNC TIOANG TwV 2epPiwv, SnAadr pe pia GUAOYIKN Xopnyia,
TIPOKTIKA TIov Sev Atay Wlaitepa ocuvnBLOUEVN OTIC apXEG Tou 16%
aLwva. & kaBe meplmtwon ol towoypadieg tne deutepng ddonc otov
OUYKEKPLUEVO vad €xeL oLVOEBEL e Touc LwypAdouC ToU AeyduEeVOU
«Kkaotoplavou epyaatnpiouy, cupPadilel SnAadn e Tig kuplapyeg
KOAALTEXVIKEG avallnTNOELS Twv 0pB0SOEWY KOWOTATWY TNV
€UpUTEPN TIEPLOXN TNC Makedoviag Kal Tng OecoaA0g TTPOC TO TEAOC
Tou 150U alwva KaL TI§ apyEC Tou 160u.

church: in the upper zone, there is a narrow band with half-length
figures of prophets; in the middle zone, there are scenes of the
Twelve Great Feasts, and in the lower zone, which is the largest, there
are full-length figures of saints, culminating in the depiction of the
Great Deesis on the north wall. On the east side of the church, the
program includes the Ascension of Christ and the Annunciation of
the Virgin. At the same time, in the niche, the Virgin Mary is painted
with reverent angels, and below that, Melism is depicted with
concelebrant hierarchs. The church’s west wall is covered by a large
composition that includes the depictions of the Assumption of the
Virgin and the Transfiguration, and lower down, there are full-faced
saints, with the figures of the Prophets being omitted on this wall.

The stylistic analysis of the church’s wall paintings has shown
that the currently visible painting constitutes the second layer of
frescoes of the church. It was painted by two arists and must be
dated to the 16th century. The inscription above the entrance to
the church provides additional information about its decoration
and reads as follows:

+ This divine and most sacred church / of the holy and
miraculous Anargyres Cosmas and Damian / was painted
during the god-beloved bishop Gerontius by the effort and
resources of the Orthodox Christians / in the year ZIH

Older scholars have read the year of the church’s erection noted

on the inscription as ZPH, i.e., 1600; the latest research has proved
with epigraphical and stylistic evidence that the year written on the
inscription is ZIH, i.e., the year 1510. From this inscription, we learn
there was a bishop in Servia called Gerontius during this period, for
whom we have no further information from the sources. We also
learn that the wall-painted decoration of the church was made with a
collective sponsorship of the Orthodox Christians of Servia, a practice
that was not very common in the early 16th century. The wall
paintings of the second phase in this church have been associated
with the painters of the so-called «Kastoria workshop» and are
aligned with the artistic trends of the Orthodox communities in the
wider region of Macedonia and Thessaly towards the end of the 15th
century and early 16th century.
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H mpwtn $aon Twv ToyoypadLwy Tou vaou elval onuepa kahuppévn  The first phase of the church’s wall paintings is now covered

aro TS Toyoypadies Twv {wypadwy Tng deutepng daong, owleTol by the wall paintings of the next phase, but a small part of the
OHWC EVa LIKPO TUAKA aTTtO TNV TIPACTAON TWY CUAELTOUPYOUVTWY older painting is still visible in the depiction of the Melism on the
LEQAPXWY OTNV KOYXN TOU lepou. To MPWTO aUTO OTPWHA EXEL NN eastern part of the church. Scholars have dated this first layer
TomoBeTnBel amod v €peuva Xpovika Petaty 11ou kat 13ou awwva. between the 11th and the 13th centuries.

Etk. 39. Arton Tou e0wTePLKOU TOU VaoU Twv Ayiwv Avapylpwy Ewk. 40. H mapdotacn tng Kabodou otov Adn amo g toxoypadiec otov Bopelo
TIPOC T AVOTOAKA. Tolyo Tou vaou.
Fig. 39. View of the interior of the church of Agioi Anargyroi Fig. 40. The Harrowing of Hell: wall painting on the north wall of the church.

towards the east.
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2. O vaoc Twv Aylwv Kwvotavtivou & EAévng

0 vadg Twv Aylwv Kwvotavtivou kat EAévng BplokeTal eKTOC

TWV TELWVY TWV 2ePBLWV 08 GYETIKA ULKPT amO0TAoN VOTIWE TOu
vaoU Twv Aylwv AvapyUpwv. Av Kal amd TV MaAaldTePn €peuva

0 OUYKEKPLUEVOC vadg Bewpouvtav ktioua tou 190u alwva, ot
TPOSPOEC EPYATIES yLa TNV AMOKATACTAOCT TOU £dEPAV 0TO DWG
TNV aPXLKI TOU ToLXomoLia Kal TNV evioiyla {wypadikn TOU, Amopa-
KpUvovTag vedTepa emiyplopaTa.

O vaog amotelel évay HovoXwPo, LEYAAWY OXETIKA OLAOTAGEWY,
EUNOOTEYO VaO TTOU BEPEL OTA AVATOAKA TpimAgupn aida, n

omola otnplletal MAEov amo va VEOTEPO NUIKUKALKO BaBpo. To
Olaltepo otolyeio tng Tpimievpnc alidag ota avatoAkd — n kabe
TAeLPA TNC omolag KoopELTal Kat oo Eva TUPAO adidbwpa —To
mAwvBonepikAeloto ouotnua mou akoAouBeital oTo vad alAd Kal Ta
otolyela KepaUOTAACTIKOU SLAKOGUOU TIoU GEPEL, UTTIOSNAWVOULY pLa
XpovoAdynan otov 130 alwva, cuvS£ovTag LAALOTA TO VN UELD e
avaloya mapadelyaTo Tou AEOTIOTATOU TNE Hitelpou.

Ta AMOTEAEGHATOL TNE ATIOUAKPUVONG TWV VEOTEPWV ETILXPLOUATWY
OTO E0WTEPLKO TOU vaoU Sev Tav AlyOTEPO EVIUTIWOLAKA. Ta
ouvepyela ouvtrpnong amokaAupay tolxoypadleg 0To avaToALKO
Kol SUTIKO LEPOG TOU vaoU oL OToleg pmopouv va tormoBetnBouv o
SU0 daoelc. Amd Tnv mpwtn ddon TG {wypadikng, UMoAelUpaTa
HOVO TNG omolag evtoriotnkay otny eicodo tou vaou, Slabétoupe
HOVO Ta [xvn evog GuTIKoU SlakoopnTikol Bépatoc, To omolo

e BAoN TO TEXVOTPOTILKA TOU XAPAKTNPLOTIKA Ba UmopoUoe va
TonoBetnBel yupw otov 140 alwva.

H Seltepn daon tooypadnong Tou vaou eival TEPLOCOTEPO
evbladépouoa, av KaL n katdotaon datripnon e eivat pdAiov
KOKNA UE LEeyaNo pEPOC TNG Lwypadikng embavelag va depeL

Ewk. 41. Katon tou vaou twv Ayiwv Kwvotavtivou kat EAévng.
Fig. 41. Plan of the church of Saints Constantine and Helen.

2. The church of Saints Constantine & Helen

The church of Saints Constantine and Helen lies outside the walls
of Servia at a relatively short distance south of the church of Agioi
Anargyroi. Although earlier research considered this church to be
a 19th-century building, the preliminary work for its restoration
revealed its original masonry and wall paintings, removing newer
coatings.

The church is a single-space, relatively large, gable-roofed church

with a three-sided apse on the east, now supported by a newer
semi-circular pedestal. The particular element of the three-sided apse
- each side of which has a blind arch- the brick and stone masonry of
the church and its brick ornamentation suggest a 13th-century dating,
linking the monument to similar examples of the Despotate of Epirus.

The results of removing the newer coatings inside the church were
no less impressive. Conservators revealed wall paintings in the
church’s eastern and western parts, which can be placed in two
phases. From the painting’s first phase, only remains were found
at the entrance of the church. We have traces of a floral decorative
theme, which could be dated to around the 14th century based on
its stylistic characteristics.

—_—




00BaPEC aMWAELEC Kol OTOAETILOELG AAAG KOLL v XTUTTALLOTOC

e BeAovi o OAn ™ {wypadikr emipavela, TBavVOTATA yLa TNV
KOAUTEPN TTPOCHUGCH TWV VEOTEPWY ETILXPLOUATWY. H KOyXn Tou
lepoV) KaToAQBAVETOL QTTO [ial LEYAAN Ttapdaotaon tng Mavaylag
BAaxepvitiooag, evw xaunAdtepa n mapdotacn tou MeAlopou
ouVOSEVETAL QMO CUAAELTOUPYOUVTEG LEPAPXEG. ZTOV OVATOALKO
Tolyo Slatnpouvtal akopa n mapdotacn Tou Slakdvou EUmAou Kal n
B©€0TOKOC Ao TNV MaPAcTach Tou Euayyehiopov. H deltepn autn
baon Twv ToLoypadLWY, TTAPA TNV KAKM KATACTACN SLotpnong tng,
napouolalet dlaitepo evbiladépov kal €xel ypovoloynBel ndn amo
TNV €peuva oTa TEAN Tou 160U alwva pe BAon Ta ELKOVOYPAPLKA KAt
TEXVOTPOTIKA XAPAKTNPLOTIKA TNG {wypadIKAG.

Ewk. 42. E€wtepikn amon g avatoAkng MAeUpAg
Tou vaou Twv Aylwv Kwvaotavtivou kat EAévng.

Fig. 42. External view of the east side the church of
Saints Constantine and Helen.
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The second phase of the church’s wall painting is more
interesting, although its preservation is rather poor, with much of
the painted surface showing severe losses and traces of hammer
blows, which roughen the walls so the newer plaster would stick.
The niche of the sanctuary is covered by a large representation
of Theotokos Vlachernitissa, while lower down the scene of
Melismos is painted with co-officiating hierarchs and angel
deacons. On the eastern wall, the depiction of Deacon Euplus
and the Theotokos from the scene of the Annunciation are still
visible. This second phase has already been dated to the end of
the 16th century by the iconographic and stylistic characteristics
of the painting.

Ew. 43. To votlo
TUOAOG aidwua g
KOYXNG Tou lepov
OTOV VOO TwV Aylwv
Kwvotavtivou kat
EAéVNG.

Fig. 43. The southern
blind arch of the
niche of the sanctu-
ary in the church of
Saints Constantine
and Helen.
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Ewk. 44. Towxoypadieg atnv kdyxn tou lepol Tou vaou Twv Ayiwv Kwvotavtivou kat EAévng: Tunpa TG mapdotacnc tou MeAoUoU (OUANEITOUPYOUVTES
LEPAPXES KAl AyyeAOC-SLAKOVOG).

Fig. 44. Wall paintings in the niche of the sanctuary of the Church of Saints Constantine and Helena: part of the iconographic theme of the Melismos (co-
officiating hierarchs and angel-deacon).




3. HonnAatoekkAnold tou Aylou Mewpyiou
Tou Kpepaotou

H omnAatoekkAnaotd tou Ayiou Fewpyiou (kpepaotou), Aafeupévn

o’ évav oxedov ampootto Bpaxo, PPloKeTal oTo Lkpo dapdyyl

N dapayyL tou Aylou Mewpylou Tou KpeaoToU, avatoAKa

Tou Bulavtvou kdotpou. H mpdoBaon otnv omnAatoekkAnold
eCaodalletal onpepa PE Lo VEOTEPN OKAAQ KAL OPLOHEVA AAEEUTA
oKoALA. To ecWTEPLKO TOU omtnAaiou €xel Stapopdwbet oto oxRua

i‘h:_‘.l :}]f':

3. The cave chapel of St George
Kremastos

The cave church of Agios Georgios (Kremastos), carved into an
almost inaccessible rock, is located in the Small Gorge os Servia,
also called St. George’s Gorge, east of the Byzantine castle.
Nowadays, a newer staircase and some carved steps provide
access to the cave chapel. The cave’s interior is shaped like a small
church (with a niche at the depth of the cave) and is decorated
with remarkable wall paintings. Although the painted surface of
the cave is preserved in a fragmentary and deplorable condition
with numerous later engravings, research has already established
that this cave bears wall paintings of two phases, the oldest of
which dates back to the 13th century and the youngest to the 15th
century. The first phase is accompanied by an inscription which,
despite its fragmentary state of preservation today, was recorded
in 1888 and, in combination with the parts that are visible today,
has as follows:

This cave of the holy and glorious great martyr and trophy-
bearer George was painted by the contribution and expenses
of the late Theodoros Komninou Livadaris.

Theodoros Komnenos Livadaris is a historical person mentioned
by Manuel Philes as the founder of the monastery of Theotokos
in Constantinople. This fact supports dating the first phase of the
cave’s frescoes to the end of the 13th century.

The paintings of the second phase are preserved in a better
condition, and one can see the representations of the Theotokos
Vlahernitissa, Christ Pantocrator with the symbols of the
Evangelists, as well as part of the scenes of the Annunciation, the
Nativity of Christ, the Dormition of the Virgin and a depiction of St.

Ek. 44. Tevikr) drmoyn Tou E0WTEPLKOU TNG OTINAALOEKKANGLAG
Fig. 44. General view of the interior of the cave chapel.



LKpoU vaoU (ue koyxn UdAlota oto BaBog autou) kat KooueiTol

e afloAoyec Totxoypadiec. Av kal n {wypadikn embavela

ToU omnAaiou cwIETaL AMOOTIACUATIKA Kat o€ 1OLaiTepa KAk
KOTAOTOON UE TTANBOG VEOTEPWY XOPAYHATWY, £XEL NN SlarmiotwBel
amo TNV €peuva OTL To omnAaLo GEpeL Toxoypadieg SUo bacewv e
NV mahaldtepn amod auTh va xpovoAoye(tal otov 130 awwva Kat Ty
vedtepn otov 150 awwva. H mpwtn ddon pdAloto cuvodeleTal amo
eMlypadr| Tou, mapd TV AMOOTIACHATIKY KATAoTACN SLaThpnonS
NG oNUePQ, ExEL Kataypadel To 1888 kal £xel, cuvVSLALOHEVN UE TA
TUALOTO TIOU 0WIOVTaL OKOUN ONHEPQ, WG akoAoUBWG:

[AviotopiB]n o tnou[tov] omhAatov Tol dylou Kai
£[vdo€ou peyahopd]ptupoc kal tpormeo /popou Mewpylou
S1& ouvdpopiic kat €£68ou tol maveuyeveotatou K[upol
Oeobwpou Kopv]nvol o0 Anpadapt

0 Oedbwpoc Kopvnvog AlBadapng eivat LoTopikd mpocwo

mou avadepetat ano tov MavounA Gikn wg dpuTh¢ LovAg TG
B@eotdKou oTnV KwvotavilvoUTiohn, yeyovogs mou cuvnyopel og
XPOVOAGYNoN TNG MPWTNG Gaonc Toloypddnong tou omniaiou
ota TéAn Tou 130U alwva.

H 8eltepn ddon Lotdpnong TnG omNAALOEKKANGOLAC oWleTal

o€ KAAUTEPN KATAOTAOoN KAl Umopel kavelg va Slakpivel Tig
napaotaoelg e Navaylag Bhayepvitiooag, Tou Xplotou Ma-
VTOKPATOPA UE Ta CUPBOAA TwV EuayyeAloTWY KaBwg Kat TR
TWV OKNVWV Tou EuayyeAopoU, Tng Mévvnonc Tou XpLotou, TG
Kolunong tng @eotdkou Kat tou Ayiou Mewpylou. Ta TEXVOTPOTIKA
XapaKTNPLOTIKA TNG {wypadlkig Tng Seltepnc ddong aAAd Kal
oL elkovoypadLKeS emAoyEC Tou {wypddou UTIOSEIKVUOUY ia
XPOVOAOYNON TNG CUYKEKPLUEVNG LwYPadIKAC aTo SEUTEPO ULOO
Tou 150U aLwva, ocUVEEOVTAC KAl TO GUYKEKPLLEVO UVNUELD TWV
YepPilwv otnv xopeia Twv €pywv Tou ennpedlovial KATOAUTIKA
Qo TO AEYOUEVO «KAOTOPLAVO EPYOCTHPLY.

Eik. 46. Totyoypadia TNG omNAQLOEKKANGLAG HE TNV TApAOTACH TNG
Navayiag BAayepvitiooag.
Fig. 46. Wall painting of the cave chapel depicting Theotokos Blachernitissa.

George. The stylistic characteristics of this second phase and the
iconographic choices of the painter indicate a dating to the second
half of the 15th century, linking this particular monument of Servia
to the chorus of works heavily influenced by the so-called “Kastoria
workshop.”

Elk. 45. E€wtepikn amoyn tng omnAaloekkAnolag tou Ayiou Mlewpyiou.
Fig. 45. External view of the cave chapel of St George.




4. Toyedupl

To méTpvo yedupl elval TO MPWTO LOTAREVO UVNUELD TTIOU CUVAVTA
Kavelg otnv apyr Tou o81koU GEova TTou GUVEEEL TN oUYYPOVN
TIOAN Twv ZepBiwv e to Pulavivo Aodo. BplokeTal kTOC Twy
Telywv yedupwvovtac To fabu dapdyyt tou Aylou Fewpylou tou
Kpepaotol (uikpod dapdyyl) kat cuvdeovtac Tn ulavtivi TOAN

e TNV eLdopn kothada Tou AAakuova. MPOKeLTaL yla LovOToéo
TIETPVO YedUPL UE NILIKUKALKO TOEO avolypatog 7,70u. MéxpLto
1976, mpLv TNV KATAOKEUT TOU GUYXpovou Spouou, arnoteholoe
HAALoTa To povadikd mépaoua yia tov Bulavtvo Addo cuvdéovtac
N olyxpovn MOAN twv 2epPiwv pe t Bulavtivr. H kataokeur Tou
tomnoBeteltal otov 190 awwva.

Katd tn SLdpkela tng Lakpdg {wng Tou €xel UTTOOTEL
avanodeuktes GBopéc, avBpwMOoyeVE(S iy N, OL OTIOLEG e TN
0elpa TouC 08NYNoAY 0€ AOTOXEG EMEUPATELS OTIOKATACTACNG
TOU, AAAOLWVOVTAG TNV apxXLkA Lopdr Tou. H popdr tou yeduplov
amokataotadnke amd Tov Afuo 2epBiwv-BeAfevtou pe To €pyo
«2TEPEWON-ATOKATACTAON TNG METPLVNG YEbupag Tou Kaotpou
Twv 2epPBilwv» mou ouyypnuatodotnBnke amod to Eupwmnaikd
Fewpylko Tapeio Aypotikng Avamtuéng oto Mpdypappa AypoTikng
Avamtuéng te EMadac 2007-2013, Mpoaoéyylon Leader.

Ewk. 47. 2xeblaoTikr amotunwan TG votlag ogng Tou yeduplov.

Fig. 47. Plan view of the south side of the bridge.

4. The bridge

The stone bridge is the first standing monument at the beginning

of the road that connects the modern town of Servia with the
Byzantine hill. It is located outside the walls, bridging the deep Gorge
of St. George (also called Small Gorge) and connecting the Byzantine
town with the fertile valley of Haliacmon. It is a single-arch stone
bridge with a semicircular arch of 7,70 m. Until 1976, before the
construction of the modern road, it was the only passage to the
Byzantine hill connecting the town of Servia with the Byzantine city.
Its construction dates back to the 19th century.

During its long life, it has suffered inevitable damage, man-made or
otherwise, which has led to inappropriate restoration works that
have altered its original form. The Municipality of Servia-Velventos
finally restored the bridge with the project “ Reinforcement-
Restoration of the stone bridge of the Castle of Servia,” co-financed
by the European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development in the
Rural Development Programme of Greece 2007-2013, Leader
Approach.

Eik. 48. Tevikr armoyn Tou yeduplo.

Fig. 48. General view of the bridge.
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Ta €pya AMOKATACTAONC

To Yroupyeio MOMTIOHOU eKTEAEL CUOTNUATIKA EpYO AVAOTAAWGNC
otnv KaotpomoAiteia twv ZepBiwv Epya ndn amod tn dekaetia

Tou 1980. To 1987 mpayuatomnolBnkay avacTNAWTIKEG Epyaoie
07O WETamupyLo SLAOTNLLA TNS AKPOTIOANC, OAAA Kal eVIoXUBNKaY
onueta Tou dutikou Tpyou mou apoucialay dBopés. Amd Ta

€tn 1995-2000 mpaypaTonolnBnkay otnv EMOKOTIKA BAGIALKN KoL
oToV VOO Twv Ayiwv AvapyUpwy OTEPEWTIKEC EPYOCLEC KAL EPYOCIES
ouUVTAPNONG TWV ToxoypPadLWY, evw To 2014 mpayuatonoldnkay
£PYOOLEC ATMOKATAOTAONC TWV TOLXOTIOWWY GTOV VOO TwV Ayiwv
Oeodwpwv. And to 2005 £we Kat To 2023 mpayatononBnkay e
™ ouyxpnuatodotnon tng EANGSac kat tng Eupwmnaikng Evwong o€
TpeLg SladoykéC GAOELS epyaoiec OTEPEWONC KAl OTOKATACTACNG
TUNUATWY TOU KAGTPOU 0To SLAUEDO TelX0g, TO e€WTEPLKO TElXOC Kal
TNV TIUAN TOL OAAG KUPLWG OTNV AKPOTIOAN KOl TNV oXUpwon TG, e
ONOKANPWEVEC EMEUBATELC OTOV BOPELO KOl TOV SUTLKO TIUPYO TNC.

|OTOPLKO TWV TTPONYOUEVWY EMEUPACEWY

H ypovoloyikr) eEEALEN TWV EpYACLWY 0TV TTEPLOXN TOU KAGTPOU Kal
OUYKEKPLUEVA OTNV aKPOTIOAN, TIEPLYPADETAL TTAPAKATW:

To 1987 mpayuatonotdnkay avaoTnAWTIKES epyaciec oTo
petamupylo SLAoTnUa TS akpomoAnc, 0AAA kal evioxUBnkay onueia
Tou SuTikoL TUpyou Tou apouctalav GOoPES kaL armwAELA UALKOU,
OTIWC OL ETMAALELG KAl UEUOVWHEVA TUAMATA OTLG OWELS TOU.

H TipwTn EMOTNHOVIKN LEAETN TIOU ekTovhBNKe kal adopoloe Thv
QKPOTIOAN (UEAETN CUVTHPNONG KAL ATTOKATACTAONC TTUPYOU KAGTPOU
YepBilwv) eykpiBnke To 1999. ¥t cuvExeLa, To 2004, eykpiBnke n
LEAETN KO 1 EKTEAECT EPYOCLWV QTTOKOTACTAONG KAl avadelEng tou
KAOTPOU HE TNV TPoUTOBECN EKTTOVNONC VEWVY LEAETWV.

Me Tn ouyypnuatodotnon tng EMadag kat tng Eupwaikng Evwong

The restoration works

The Greek Ministry of Culture has been systematically doing
restoration works in the Castle Town of Servia since the 1980s. In
1987, restoration works were carried out on the curtain wall of
the citadel, while parts of the western tower that showed signs

of damage were strengthened. From 1995 to 2000, consolidation
works and wall painting conservation were carried out in

the Basilica and the church of Agioi Anargyroi, while in 2014,
restoration was done in the church of Agioi Theodoroi. From 2005
to 2023, co-financed by Greece and the European Union, in three
consecutive phases, work was conducted focusing on fixing and
restoring parts of the castle in the middle wall, the external walls,
and their gates, but mainly on the citadel and its fortification, with
comprehensive restoration work on the northern and western
towers.

History of previous restoration works

The timeline of the work in the area of the castle and specifically in
the citadel is outlined as follows:

In 1987, restoration was carried out on the curtain wall of the citadel,
but parts of the western tower that showed damage and loss of
material, such as the ramparts and specific sections on its facades,
were also reinforced.

The first architectural and structural design conducted on the
citadel was approved in 1999. Subsequently, in 2004, the project for
the restoration and promotion of the castle was approved on the
condition that new designs for this project were provided.

In 2008, under the 3rd CIP co-financed by Greece and the
European Union, the work to restore both the curtain walls of the
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Eik. 49. AvOOTNAWTIKEC EPYACIEG OTOV SUTIKO TIUPYO TNG OKPOTIOANG KOTA
10 €10¢ 1987.

Fig. 49. Restoration works on the western tower of the citadel in 1987.

oto maiolo Tou I KowvotikoU MAawatou 2t pteng oAokAnpwbnkav to
2008 ol epyaoieg avadelEng TG00 TwV TEKWV TNG AKPOTIOAEWC, OC0
Kal HEYAAOU TN HOTOC Tou SLAUETOU TEloUC, Pe popéa UAomoinaong
v 11n Edpopeia Bulavtivwv ApxalotiTwy.

AkoAouBnaoe n mpwtn hdaon oTEPEWONG TOU KAOTPOU ZepPilwv

KOTA TNV oTtola oL avaoTNAWTIKEC EpYACLES TTOU LAOTIOLONKAY,
adopoloav KUPLWE EpYacieS OTEPEWONG KAL CUVTNPNGCNG TOU
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Ek. 50. AvaoTNAWTIKEG Epyaoieg 0T BacAKY TwV 2ePRLWV TPELG UAVES
LETA TOV OELOPO Tou 1995.

Fig. 50. Restoration works in the basilica of Servia three months after the
1995 earthquake.

citadel and a large part of the middle wall was completed by the
11th Ephorate of Byzantine Antiquities.

The first phase of the consolidation of the castle of Servia ensued,
during which the restoration works that were carried out primarily
concerned the consolidation and maintenance of the Byzantine
castle, especially interventions considered necessary for restoring its
structural integrity.



Bulavtvou KACTPOU, OL OTIOLES KplvovTay amapai{tnTeS yLo Ty
QTOKATACTOCN TNG OTATIKAG TOU AElToupylag.

H 6eltepn dAon Twv €pyACLWY OTOV XWPO TOU KACTPOU EEKIVNOE TO
2011 pe ™ ovyypnuatodotnon e EMadag kat tng Eupwnaikng

"Evwonc kat oAokAnpwBnke amod tnv Edopeia Apyatotntwy Huabiog.

ApXIKA TIpayLATOTTIO)BnKay oL amapaitnTES AMOXWUATWOELG
TG00 OTNV TEPLOYN TNC TIUANG Tou SLaecoU Telxoug, 600 Kal OTo
E0WTEPLKO TNG AKPOTIOANG OTLG TIEPLOXES YUPW OO TOV SUTIKO
Kol Tov BOPELOSUTIKG TIUPYO, WOTE VA TEKUNPLWOOUV oL GACELS
KOTQOKEUNG TOUC Kl VAl 0TOLYELOBETNBOUV 0L OPLOTIKEC UEAETEC
QMOKATACTAONC (TPLOSLACTATN AMOTUTIWON TIEPLOXNG, OPLOTLKN
OTOTLKY LEAETN, E6APOTEXVIK LEAETN) .

Téhog, T0 2014, ekbideTal amodaon yLo TV EyKpLon TNG
CGUUTANPWUATIKAC LEAETNC OTEPEWONG KAL ATTOKOTACTOONG
TOU KAoTpou 2epBiwv mou mepthapBavel Tov SUTIKO TUPYO TNG
QKPOTIOANC KaL OL EPYACLEC ATIOKATAOTAONG TOU EEKLVOUV TOV
Aulyouaoto tou 2020.

Etk. 51. AVOOTNAWTIKES
€pYQ0ieC 0TO SLAUEDO TEXOG
Kot o €toc 2007.

Fig. 51. Restoration works on
the middle wall in 2007.

The second phase of the works on the castle began in 2011, co-
financed by Greece and the European Union and was implemented
by the Ephorate of Antiquities of Hemathia. Initially, the necessary
excavations were carried out both in the area of the gate of the
middle wall and inside the citadel, in the areas around the western
and north-western towers, in order to document the construction
phases of these buildings and complete the final restoration plans
(3D mapping of the area, final structural design, soil engineering
examination).

Finally, in 2014, the additional project for fixing and restoring the
castle of Servia and the western tower of the citadel was approved.
The restoration work of this phase started in August 2020.
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To €pyo «2TEPEWON Kal ATIOKATAOTOON
Tou Autikou Mupyou oto Kaotpo ZepPiwvy

To €pyo: «XTeEpEwan Kal AToKATAoTaon Tou AuTikoU MUpyou oTo
Kdotpo ZepBiwv» tng Opwvupng Mpaénc, mou evtdybnke oto
E.N. «Autikn Makedovia 2014-2020» eKTEAEGTNKE QTOAOYLOTIKA
Kal e auterotacio amno tnv Edopeia Apxatotitwy Koldvng
katd ta €T 2020-2023 Kol OUCLOOTIKA ATOTEAEDE TNV SLASOX KA
€EEALEN TOU APECWC TTIPONYOUEVOU €PYOU, EOTLATOVTAC TIAEOV
0TNV amokatdotacn Tou duTikou upyou. Kad’ 6An tn dlapkela
uAomo{nong Tou €pyou oL epyaciec amokaTdoTaong Tou SUTKoU
TUPYOU TIPAYLATOTOBNKAY 08 eDAPLOYI TNG APXLITEKTOVIKNAG
KQL OTOTIKNG LEAETNG, CUDWVA LE TIC YEVIKEC APXEC TV SLEBVwy
XOPTWV Kal SlaknpuEewy, TipokelUévou va SlaodaAloTel n
OTOTIKA TOU EMAPKELA KAl Agttoupyia. Ma TV 0AOKApwWaon Tou
€pyou amooyoAr|Bnke MOAUUEAEG CUVEPYE(D EPYATOTEXVITWY KOl
ETLOTNHUOVLKOU TIPOOWTILKOU (atpXOLOAGYOC, TIOAITIKOC UNXOVIKOG) HE
OUMPBAOCELC OPLOHEVOU XPOVOU.

Aedopévng TNG 18LoopdLaC TOU apXaloAOYLKOU XWEOU KAl TWV
SuoKOALWY TTPOORACNG 08 AUTOV KPIBNKE OKOTILUO, TIPLV TNV Evapén
TWV £pyactlwy, va emAuBoUlv mpakTikd {nTtiuata, mou apopolcay
TO00 TNV 0pyAvVWon ToU gpyoTaiou, Omwe N EAMewpn udpodotikou
ouotrpartog kat n duokoAia LeTadopdg Tou olKoSOpLKOU UALKOU
YLOL TLC EPYOCLEC ATTOKATACTAONG TOU TIUPYOU, OO KAl N EKTETOUEVN
amoPidwaon e TNV KOTtr) XOPTWV KAl TNV QIORAKPUVON TNG KAUGLUNC
bUTIKAG UANG (PuMOoTPpWUA, KaTtakeipeva Eepd KhadLd kATt.).Me
OKOTIO TNV ETILOKEUI TWV KOTEOTPOUUEVWY TNUATWY KL TNV
EKTEAEON TWV OTEPEWTIKWY EQYOCLWY TOU TIUPYOU TomoBeTnBNKav
TIEPLLETPLKA QUTOU (KPLWUATA, TIOU TAALGLwBNKav armd
TIPOCTOTEUTIKO TIAEY QL.

Y€ EKTETAUEVA TULOTA TOU TTUPYOU, 0T SUTIKA KUpLwG Ogin Kat
LLEPLKWC KOl 0TN BOpELa Kol VOTLA TIAEUPA eVTOTILOTOV QTWAELX
UAIKOU. 2Ta onpela auTd paypaTomnoLrBnke amoudkpuvon

ToU 00aBpoU KOVIAUATOG Kal Babuc KaBaplopog Twv appUwY e
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The project “Consolidation and Restoration
of the Western Tower at the Castle of Servia”

The project: “Consolidation and Restoration of the Western Tower
at the Castle of Servia,” which was included in the Operational
Programme “Western Macedonia 2014-2020,” was implemented
by the Ephorate of Antiquities of Kozani during the years 2020-
2023 and essentially constituted the follow-up project of the
previous work focusing on the restoration of the western tower.
Throughout the project’s implementation, the western tower’s
restoration works were conducted to ensure its structural
adequacy according to the approved architectural and structural
design, in compliance with international principles and good
practice for interventions.

Given the particular nature of the archaeological site and the
difficulties of access to it, it was considered appropriate, before
the work began, to resolve practical issues concerning both the
arrangement of the construction site (such as the lack of a water
supply system, and the difficulty of transporting the building
material for the restoration of the tower) and the extensive
deforestation of the archaeological site by cutting grass and
removing the combustible plant material (leaf litter, fallen dead
branches). In order to repair the damaged parts of the tower,
scaffolding was placed around it, framed by a protective net

A significant loss of building material could be observed in extensive
parts of the tower, mainly on the western facade and partially on the
northern and southern faces. The loose mortar was removed in these
places, and the joints were cleaned deeply with special tools, good
washing, and pressurized air. However, severe deep weathering of
the mortar was observed at the foot of the west side. In this section,
the foundation was consolidated, followed by the recovery of the

lost face of the masonry with new material. Traditional techniques
were used at all project stages, and original building material (stones,
bricks) collected from the wider castle area was also used.



€L0KA epyaleia, KOAG TTAUGLUO TNG TIEPLOXAG KL a€PQ UTIO TILEDN.
Qotdoo, évtovn anoodBpwaon Tou Kovidpatog dounong o fdbog
TIAPATNEOUVTAY OE EYAAO UNKOG ToU TOda TNG SUTIKAC TTAEUPAC.
370 onuElo auTo TpaypatomnoBnke n uyiavon Tt BepeAiwong
Kal akoAoUBNGE N avaKkTtnon TS AMWAELOS TOU TIPOCWITOU TNC
ABoboung Ue vEo UAIKO. Ze OAa Ta oTASLA TOU £pyou ebapooTnKOV
TApAOOCLAKEC TEXVIKEC, EVW XPNOLUOTIONONKE Kol AUBEVTIKO
olkodouLKS LALKO (AiBol, TAivBol), tou TeplouMEXBnke amd Tnv
EUPUTEPN TIEPLOYT) TOU KAGTPOU.

3TN OLVEXELD EPAPUOCTNKE VEO APUOAGYNHA CUUDWVAL LIE TO
UTTAOXOV TWV OLOPWV TIEPLOXWY, EVW 0 OAEC TIG TOLXOTIOUEG TOU
TUPYOUL TipayLOTOmOoLBNKE opoyevomoinan g Halag e Ty
€PAPUOYIN EVEHATWY L0 TNV TANPWON TWV KEVWV. 0L TO Koviao Twv
QPUOAOYNHATWY KoL TWV EVELATWY XpNOLUoToLBnkayv CUVOEDELG
IOV £QAPHOOCTNKAY KAL OE TIPONYOUUEVES GACELS TOU £0YOU KAl TIOU
etyav potabel amo To Epyactrplo Aopikwy YAkwy Tou A.MN.0. Mpwv
artd TNV OpLOTLKY) EbAPUOYH TOUG KATAOKEUAOTNKAY OPKETA Selypata
TIPOKELUEVOU Va SLAcPOALOTEL N eMITOTILAL CUUTEPLGOPA TOUC, OAAA
KalL vaL KaBopLOTEL TO Ypwa, N U Kat N Lopdn Touc.

JTNV EKTETAUEVN, KABETN pWyHI, TTOU EKTEWVOTAY OTO LEGOV TNG
SUTIKAG TMAEUPAC, TipayATOTIOLBNnKE Slepelvnon Twy XEMEWV

NG LE TNV AMOPAKPUVON TwV UPLoTAUEVWY ABwv. Adatpébnkay

T 0aBpd KOVIAHATA KL LLETA TOUG avaAoyoug kabapLlopoug,
akohoUBNoE aVAKTNON TNG TIEPLOXAG UE TNV TomoBEtnon AlBwv
ouppadnc Kal apuoAdynua. TEAOC, TO TUAKA TwVY EMAAEEWY TTOU Elxe
KQTOPPEVUCEL AVOKATOOKEUATTNKE K VEOU.

Katd tn SLapKela Twv cUYXPOVWY EMEUBATEWY EyIVE TPOOTIAOELQ
va dlatnpnBel n aloBnon tng auBevTIKNG EUMELRIAC TOU ETUOKEMTN
LLE TN SloTrpNnon, 0To HETPO TOU EPLKTOU, TNC AVAYVWOLLOTNTAC TOU
HVNUELOU WE avamoOoTiaoTo TUAUA EVOC EUPUTEPOU OXUPWHATIKOU
niepLBorou. Eml twv Totomouwy, TRpata ou dev elyav umootel
onuavtikn $Bopd dtatnpriBnkav otnv auBEeVTIKNA TOUG Lopdn, WG
HAPTUPEG TNG LOTOPLKOTNTOG TOU pvnpelou. OAeg oL eMepBAOELS
Slakpivovrtal pe cadrvela amo ta auBevTikd TUAUATA, KaBwe
Staxwpltlovtal pe tnv tormoBétnon Aemtol poAuBdddurou
EVOWOTWLLEVOU OTNV Tolyomolia.

New grouting was then applied in accordance with the existing
grouting in the adjacent areas, while all the tower walls were
homogenized by applying grout to fill in the gaps. For the mortar
and grout compositions, older compositions were used, i.e.,

the ones that had already been applied in previous phases of
restoration and that had been proposed by the Laboratory of
Building Materials of the University of Thessaloniki. Before their
final application, several samples were made to ensure their on-
site behavior and determine their color, texture, and form.

The opening of the extensive, vertical crack that stretched across
the middle of the western side of the tower was examined by
removing many of the existing stones. Loose mortar was removed,
and after the necessary cleaning, this section was reconstructed by
stitching stones and grouting. Finally, the collapsed section of the
ramparts was reconstructed.

During the contemporary restorations, an attempt was made to
maintain a sense of authenticity by preserving, as far as possible,
the identifiability of the monument as an integral part of the
fortification enclosure. On the tower walls, parts that had not
suffered significant deterioration were preserved in their original
form as testimony to the monument’s historical significance. All
the restorations are distinguishable from the original sections, as
they are separated by placing a thin lead sheet embedded in the
masonry.

The difficulties that arose during the beginning of the project,

but also during its implementation, were mainly related to the
particularity of the archaeological site where the construction site
was set up (steep terrain, remote location with difficult access

for large transport vehicles), its poor access to water, but also the
unpredictable factor of the covid-19 pandemic, which in many
cases delayed the progress of the project. Furthermore, personnel
were required to work, almost throughout the project, on
scaffolding, which, at its highest level, reached a height of about 20
m. while following all the necessary personal protection measures.

Completing this project is part of a broader effort of the Ephorate
of Antiguities of Kozani to consolidate and restore the architectural

55



O duokoAieg mou mpoékuay KaTd TNV eKkivnon Tou €pyou,

A Kal KaTd T SLapKeld Tou, adopoloay Kuplwg oto Laitepo
Tou onueiou Omou otRBnKe To epyoTtdtlo (évtovo avayAludo Tou
edadouc, armopakpucévo onpelo pe Suokolia mpoofacng yla
TIOAD peyaha oxrjuata LeTadopag), n SUokoAn mpoopaon oe vepo,
OAAG Kal 0 aoTABUNTOG apdyovTag Tng mavdnuiag, o omnolog
kaBuoTEPNOE 08 MOANEG TIEPUTTWOELC TNV (Sla Tnv e€EALEN ToUL €pyou.
Eniong, To mpoowrikd KANBnke va epyaotel, oxedov kab’ oAn
SLAPKELD TOU £PYOU EMAVW OF (KPLWUATA, TA OTIOl0l 0TNY AVWTEPN
TOUuC otabun, édtavav mepinou ota 20 . Mo tn StaodaAion

NG MPOOTACLAC TOU TIPOCWTTLKOU £pYACiag TheRBnKav dAa ta
TPOPAETIOLEVA LLETPOL OTOULKAG TTPOOTAGLOC.

H oAokApwon Twv EPYACLWV TOU CUYKEKPLEVOU EQYOU EVIACOETAL
0TO TAQLOL0 [LaG EUPUTEPNC TPOOTIADELAC OTEPEWONG Kl
QTOKATACTOONG TWV APXITEKTOVIKWY KATOAOIWY TNG aKPOTIOANC

LLE OKOTTO TNV TPOCTAG{A TOU KO TNV CUVAKOAOUBN amoTpomn TNG
TepaITEPW erdelvwong TS pEpouoag Asttoupyiag Tou. MapdAAnAa,
QMOTEAE( TN CUVEXELA TIPONYOUUEVWY EVEPYELWV YLOL TNV TIPOROAN
kal avadeLEn TOU XWPOU WE UVNLELAKOU GUVOAOU EVIAYLEVOU OTO
duoLko Tou epIBAMoOY, 0AAG Kal TTapakaTaBrKn ylo LEANOVTIKES
TapeUPBATELS OTOV XWPO Tou Bulavtivol KACTPOU Twv ZepPlwv.

remains of the citadel in order to protect it and prevent further
deterioration of its structural integrity. At the same time, it
constitutes a continuation of previous actions for the promotion
and enhancement of the archaeological site of Servia as an
extended ensemble of monuments that are fully integrated

into their natural environment, but also as a template for future
interventions in the area of the Byzantine castle of Servia.

Elk. 52. O SUTIKOC TIUPYOG UE TNV TIPOOHNKN IKPLWHUATWY KATA T SLApKELa
TWV EPYOOLWY TOU £PYOU «ITEPEWON KAl ATTOKATACTOON TOU AUTIKOU
Mupyou oto Kaotpo ZepPiwvy» 2020-2023.

Fig. 52. The western tower with the addition of scaffolding during the
works of the project “Consolidation and Restoration of the Western
Tower at the Castle of Servia” 2020-2023.




Eik. 53. AvaBatoplo yla T
LETAPOPA TWV UALKWY 0TNV
akpOmoAn Twv ZepPiwv.

Fig. 53. Lift for the transport of
materials to the citadel of Servia.

Eik. 55. Avaktnon tng tofoBupidag otn votia ogn
Tou SUTIKoU TTUPYOU TNG OKPOTIOANG.

Fig. 55. Recovery of the arched opening on the
southern face of the western tower of the citadel.

Ewk. 54. Emokeur) Slapmepous pnypdtwong tou SuTikoU Upyou TNG akpOToANnG.
Fig. 54. Repair of through cracking of the western tower of the citadel.




Ewk. 56 kat 57. Epyaoiec kataokeung unoBepeAiwong tou SUTikoU mUpyou TNG aKpOTOANG (KATaoKeUT adavoug SokoU armod OmALOUEVO OKUPOSEUQ).

Fig. 56 and 57 Sub-foundation construction on the western tower of the citadel (construction of an absent reinforced concrete beam).
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Eik. 58. Avaktnaon totyomotiog
Tou SUTIkOU TIUPYOUL TNC
AKPOTOANG.

Fig. 58. Recovery of the masonry
of the western tower of the
citadel.

Elk. 59. AlTUNTIKEG PWAEEC
0TO ecomupylo (votia meupad)
yla T oUVEEDN TOU E TN VEQ
QVAKTNOn oTtov SUTIKO TUPYO
NG AKPOTIOANG.

Fig. 59. Shear holes were
created in the space between
towers (south side) to connect
it with the reconstructed part
of the western tower of the
citadel.
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EMNIXEIPHZIAKO MPOrPAMMA «AYTIKH MAKEAONIA»

Evpumaii Bvwon  MIE T OUYXPNMATO86TNON ThG EAAGSOG Kal TG Eupwiraikig ‘Evwaong
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